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Communications from the Lon- 
pon Misstonarr Socretr, to 
the Misstonarr Society oF 
Connecricur. 


No. 1. 


Letter from Foseru HarvcastTce, 
Treafurer of the Lonpon M1s- 
stonarr Societr, to the Hon. 
Foun Treapwext, Chairman of 
the Truftees of the Missionarr 


Socretr or ConneEcTicut. 
London, 20th Nov. 1802. 


Dear Sir, 

HAD the honor to receive 

your letter accompanying the 
five firft numbers of the Connec- 
ticut Evangelical Magazine.—It 
afforded me great fatisfaction to 
be informed of the formation of 
your Miffionary Society, and of 
the meafures which you are adopt- 
ing to communicate to the Hea- 
then the knowledge of their Crea- 
tor and Redeemer. This merito- 
tious zeal to enlarge the boundaries 
of our Saviour’s kingdom on easth 
is happily extending on every fide, 
and is an honorable mark by which 
the prefent generation of Chrif- 
tians is characterized and diftin- 
guifhed. We hope it is the effec 
Vor. Ill. No. 11. 
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of a divine impreffion on the mind, 
and then it will moft probably be 
lafting —~increafing—and _effica- 
cious. 

Our official letter to your So- 
ciety, and the papers which ac- 
company it, which you will no 
doubt fee, render it unneceflary 
for me to enlarge on thofe fub- 
jets. We have reafon for thank- 
fulnefs that Divine Providence has 
rendered our inftitution the oéca- 
fion of fo much advantage to the 
general interefts of religion in thé 
world as to encourage our cheer- 
ful perfeverance, and our firm 
confidence in his continued pro- 
tection and blefling. The fur- 
ther we proceed, the more en- 
larged appears to be the {phere in 
which our operations are invited, 
and we indulge the hope that the 
animated and increafing exertions 
of Chriftians, in different parts of 
the world, will, in the courfe of a 
few years, be inftrumental in pro- 
ducing aconfiderable extenfion of 
our Redeemer’s kingdom.—You 


will perceive by the accompanying _ 


report, that a wide door is open 
ed in France for the introduction 
of the pure principles of Chrif- 
tianity, and there is now ftrong 
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ground to believe not only that 
the fcriptures will be extenfively 
circulated there by means of our 
Society, but alfo that we hall 
without delay proceed to build a 
place for divine worfhip in Paris— 
a circumftance which a few years 
ago muft have appeared in the 
higheft degree incredible. 

The difpenfations of Provi- 
dence, as they affe&t the moral 
condition of the human race, are 
very remarkable; and difaftrous 
as they have undoubtedly been to 
every clafs in fociety connected 
with antichrift, their refult ap- | 
pears aufpicious to the interefts of | 
the true and unadulterated reli- | 
gion of our Saviour. And while | 
the men of the world are looking | 
to future events with a confidera- | 
ble degree of anxious forebodings, | 





London Miffionary Society. 
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[May, 
London, roth Nev. 1803, 


Dear BreTHREN IN OUR 
Lorp Jesus Curist, 


HIS Letter will accompany 

our laft annual addrefs and 

the Report of our Brethren lately 

deputed to vifit France, for the 

purpofes therein ftated: From 

both which you will we doubt 
not receive pleafure. 

We cannot communicate thefe 
papers to you without taking the 
opportunity of teftifying afrefh 
our chriftian affection and our cor- 
dial union with you, in the work 
in which you are engaged. To 
have any reafon to hope that the 
Lord is employing us as inftru- 
meuts, however unworthy, of pro- 


'moting his caufe and intereft, in 


the world, and of furthering his 


the difciples of Chrift are full of | bleffed defigns and eternal pur- 


hope that by means of the great | pofes,—how comforting and ani- 


political occurrences which fo ma- | 


terially vary the ftate of civil fo- 
ciety, the peaceful kingdom of 
the Redeemer will rapidly ad- 
vance. 

Tt will afford me pleafure to re- 
ceive your communications on this 
interefting fubjeét, and to have 
our languid zeal quickened by 
your accounts of the more ani- 
mated exertions of our Chriftian 





Brethren in America. 


I am very refpe&ifully, 
Dear Sir, 
Your faithful fervant, 
Josern Harpcast te. 


The Hon. John } 


Treadwell. 


No. 2. 


Letter from the Diredors of the 
London Miffionary Soctety, to 
the Miffonary of ConneSicut. 





mating is it! To have any ground 
to believe that through his divine 
benediftion, we are not wholly 
laboring in vain,—how oughit it 
to excite our higheft praifes, and 
to flimulate us to undaunted ef- 
forts and unwearied diligence ! 
Be this encouragement and this 
confolation yours, Dear Brethren, 
and ours, and the portion of all 
thofe who love the name of the 
Saviour, and who pray and flrive 
that it may be known from the 
rifing to the fetting of the fun. 
The former of the enclofed pa- 
pers will inform you of what are 
our general purpofes, and plans: 
the latter will offer to your view 
a field of operation fo unexpected, 
fo ample and fo promifing, as will 
leave you in doubt which moll to 
admire, the goodnefs of God in 
opening it unto us, or the magni- 
tude of the work of which it may 
be the commencement. But to 
indulge ourfelves in refletions of 
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this nature might have the ap- 
pearance perhaps, of too highly 
raifed expectations, whilft if jult 
it could only anticipate what your 
affection for the caufe will fuggett. 
We thall therefore only add, join 
us, Dear Brethren, in thank{giving 
to the Moit High, for what he 
has thus done ; and pray for us, 
that wifdom, zeal and energy may 
be imparted to us, that we may 
not negleét, or mifimprove the 
important talent thus apparently 
put into our hands. 

Nor are we without encourage- 
ment from our other ftations. 
The Lord is enabling our breth- 
ren to remain faithful, to abide 
the difficulties and temptations to 
which they are expofed, and if 
not in every inftance giving them 
immediate feals to their labors, 
affording them fuch profpects as 
are fufficient to caufe them to be- 
lieve that, in due time they fhall 
reap if they faint not. We fhould 
be happy to enter into detail, did 
the limits of a letter permit it ; 
and we abftain from it with lefs 
relu€tance from the conviction 
that they are not unknown to 
you, through the medium of the 


London Miffionary Society. 





Evangelical Magazine. It is 
moreover our defign to furnifh 
the chriftian world with a more 
minute relation of our operations, 
by the publication of a Journal 
which will contain the chief inci- 
dents at our feveral miflionary ita- 
tions, and which we truit, from 
the diligence and zeal of our 
Brethren to whom the work is 
committed, will not long be with- 
held from the public expe¢tation. 

It is to us a fubject of regret 
that we do not hear more fre- 
quently from fome of our Breth- 
ren who are united as Societies for 
the extenfion of theGofpel. They 
may perhaps fay that they have 
the fame reafon to complain of 
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our tardinefs. If we cannot alto. 
gether exculpate ourfelves in this 
particular we will intreat our 
brethren not to be fo rigorous in 
the exaction of letter for letter ; 
afluring them that they are not 
left out of our remembrance, altho’ 
the variety and extent of our en- 
gagements do not leave us much 
opportunity of teftifying it. Did 
they know how much pleafure and 
frefhnuefs of zeal fuch communi- 
cations {pread over our mectings 
of bufinefs, they would not think 
their labor either ufelefs or loft. 
Let us exprefs our hope that our 
Dear Brethren at Conneéticut will 
frequently adminifler to us this 
confolation. 

That the great head of the 
church may gladden and fanétion 
your meetings with his prefence, 
give wifdom and zeal to your 
plans, energy and fuccefs to your 
endeavors, and afford you the fat- 
isfa€tion of witnefling Zion’s prof- 
perity in your churches and coun- 
try is our unfeigned defire and 
prayer. We falute you unitedly 
and individually, with chriftian 
love; and with fincerity affure 
you that we are, Dear Brethren, 
in our Lord Jefus Chrift, your 
affectionate fellow laborers. 

In the name of the Directors, 


JoserH Harpcast tr, 
Treafurer. 





No. 3- 


An Addre/s from the Miffonary 
Suciely in London, to their Breth- 
ren throughout the world. 


HE tender intereft which 
TT our foreign brethren thro’- 
out Europe, America, and at the 
Cape of Good Hope, have ex- 
prefled, for the profperity of our 
Society, in their humble efforts 
to fpread the knowledge of the 
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blood-bought falvation of our in- 
carnate God, revives our hearts, 
and calls forth anew our commu- 
nications. ‘The contents of this 
addrefs, will, we are fure, excite 
their grateful acknowledgements 
to Him, who hath the refidue of 
the Spirit, as the review of his 
gracious dealings with us, awak- 
ens our own. Supported by his 
all-fufficient ftrength, and encour- 
aged by his great and precious 
promifes, we continue to go for- 


London Miffonary Society. 
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truft, we have lately beheld fome 
beams of the fun of righteoufnefs, 
which promife the fpeedy ap- 
proach of his kingdom in power, 
and in the Holy Ghoft. His 
difk feems juft in the horizon, 
and ready to fill the earth with 
the brightnefs of his rifing. Could 
you have been prefent at our late 
annual aflembly, which was favor. 
ed with fingular un¢tion, you 


_would have joined in exultation 
| with us, as in one ef the days of 


ward, animated by the hope, that | 


we fhall ftill fee greater things 
than thefe. 

The day of peace hath once 
more dawned upon us. ‘The mif- 
eries we deplored in our own, and 
the neighboring nations, are alle- 
viated ; and the wounds will, we 
truft, be healed, which the ravages 
of war had opened fo widely. 
Oh, for more of the Spirit of Jefus 
in all lands! that mutual love 
and tender compaffion might unite 
us as men of one blood, and the 
Holy Ghott fhed abroad in our 
hearts, join us as Chriftians in one 
fpirit to the living head of his 
church, Jefus Chrift. When the 
temple of Janus was fhut under 
Auguftus, the Prince of Peace 
made his frf gracious appearance 
in this lower world ; and _ fhall 
we not hope and pray that when 
a like happy univerfal peace has 
united Chriftendom in one great 
community, and opened a friendly 
intercourfe between the nations of 
the earth and the ifles of the fea, 
that the glory of the Lord hall 
be revealed, in correfpondence 
with his promifes and prophecies ; 


the ends of the earth; the Hea- 
then be given to him for his inher- 
itance ; and all fiefh fee the falva- 
tion of our God ? 

Brethren, with deep thankful- 
nefs and humble admiration, we 


| 
' 


the Son of Man. The minifters 
of the fanétuary by hundreds 
ftood forth as on the Lord’s fide, 
and forgot all other diftinction, 
but the banner of the crofs, whilit 


_thoufands, more than our valt 


churches could contain, confeffed 


| their union, and added their amen 


to our giving of thanks. All 


our folemnities were eagerly at- 


- tended, andthe latt affecting {cene, 


in one of our largeft places of 
worfhip, left a deep impreffion on 
every heart. The minifters and 
ftewards of his myfleries waited 
at the table of their Lord, filled 
with the rich provifion of the em- 
blems of his facrifice ; five or fix 
thoufand people were crowded a- 
round them, fpeétators, or partak- 
ers with them of the folemn ordi- 


/nance ;—among the number, 2 
| German, of the race of Abraham, 
| called to preach the faith he once 
| blafphemed, came forward with 


the cup of bleffing in his hands, 


and in broken accents, but ina 


language that made every heart 
to thrill, and the fweetett tears to 


flow, avouched his beautiful, but 


: ‘fimple confeffion of the crucified 
his word run, and be glorified to | 


| 


| 





Lord. 

Whilft we hear and deprecate 
the vaunts of infidelity in all lands, 
the impious fétes of reafon, falfe- 


‘ly fo called, and the reviving 


ttruggles of fuperttition, no truly 
chriltian eye could have beheld 
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this affociated hoft, avowing them- 
{elves confeffors of the crofs, and 
determined to know nothing but 
Jefus Chrift, and him crucified, 
without brightening with the 
hope, that, amidit the blafphemy 
and impiety which lift up their 
banners for tokens, the kingdoms 
of the world fhall, ere long, be- 
come the kingdoms of the Lord, 
and of his Chriit ; for the mouth 
of the Lord hath fpoken it. 
Thus clofed our eighth annual af- 
fembly. The ftandard-bearers are 
difperfed, and returned to their 
various congregations, with frefh 
vigor to fulfil the vows of the 
Lord which are upon them, and 
to {pend and be fpent in the fer- 
vice of immortal fouls, bought by 
the blood of the Lamb. Their 
report to us is greatly encouraging 
throughout the land—the num- 
ber which are continually rifing 
upto teftify the gofpel of the 
grace of God, is furprifing, when 
compared with the days within 
our remembrance. New and nu- 
merous congregations have within 
a few years been formed in hun- 
dreds of places, and thofe eftab- 
lithed filled with increafing and 
attentive auditories. Whilit we 
thus labor and ttrive together in 
our prayers, that we may continue 
increafing with the increafe of 
God, and every dark corner of 
our land be bleit with the light 
and life of gofpel grace, furely all 
the angels in heaven rejoice at the 
fight, and every good man upon 
earth cannot but pray—* Thy 
kingdom come! Lord haiten it 
in our day.!” 

Our miffionary efforts abroad 
afford us great matter for thank- 
fulnefs. ‘They are indeed at pre- 
jent but as fparks ; yet how great 
a matter can a little fire kindle ? 
The fhort fketch of particulars 
which we have been ufed to com- 
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municate to you, you will ftilf 
continue to read with pleafure, 
hope and trembling. Poor worms 
as we are, our ftrength weaknefs, 
and our means very inadequate 
and infufficieut ; yet if the Lord 
will work, none can let it: the 
jaw-bone or the ram’s-horn will 
turn to flight the armies of the 
aliens, and caft down the ftrongeft 
holds of error, ignorance, impuri- 
ty, impiety and infidelity. Come 
then, Brethren, with us to the 
help of the Lord againft the 
mighty ! 

Our two great ftations for mif- 
fionary labor continue to afford us 
increafing hope of ftability and 
ufefulnefs. 

From our Brethren at Ora- 
HEITE, we have lately received 
the pleafing account of their per- 
fe&t health and fafety, and the 
high refpe&t in which they are 
held by the chiefs and natives. 
The difficulties they have met in 
the acquifition of the language, 
we hope, are nearly furmounted ; 


and the fears they have at times 


been exercifed with from the ap- 
prehenfion of the turbulence of 
fome Chiefs, difcontented with 
our friend Pomarree’s dominion, 
are effectually removed by the ar- 
rival of a veflel, fent from Gover- 
nor King at Port Jackfon, and 
fhortly after by the more impor- 
tant reinforcement from the Royal 
Admiral. Captain Wilfon’s ad- 
vices are juft received from Can- 
ton, informing us that he had 
landed in health and fafety a// the 
Miffionaries entrutted to his care, 
who were received with cordial 
welcome by their Brethren and 
the Chiefs, and that their journals 
and difpatches he hopes to deliver 
himfelf foon after this letter has 
reached us. He is daily expect- 
ed with the Eaft-India fleet ; and 
we earneilly look for the vail body 
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of intelligence, which we truft | 


will gladden our hearts, and be 
communicated with joy to yours. 
To the Miffionaries before on the 
land, the Royal Admiral hath 
now added eight others from Eng- 
land, and two have joined them 
from Port Jackfon. As all our 
advices affure us that the way was 
never fo prepared for miffionary 
labor there, as at prefent, we truft 
the confidence they exprefs will 





not be difappointed,—* that the | 
firft year of the commencing cen- | 


tury will be marked with the con- 
verfion of finners in that heathen 


land.”” The King of Huaheine, 


Londcn Miffonary Society. 


a neighboring and populous ifland, | 
has vifited them, importuned them | 
to fend fome of the Brethren with | 
him, affuring them he will himfelf | 
attend to their inftru@tions, and | 
ufe his influence and authority 
with his fubjecis to engage their | 


attendance on, and attention to, 
the Miffonaries. Our Brethren 
being then too few to feparate, 
they promifed him it fhould be 
done as foonas more Brethren ar- 
rived to ftrengthen their hands. 
This happy event hath taken 
place, and we hope to hear that 
the light, diffuling thence as from 
a focus, will overfpread thefe af- 
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after an abode of great danger a. 
mong the Caffrees, and ftill greater 
on his return to Graff-Reinet, 
from fome turbulent colonifts, un. 
willing that the Hottentots fhould 
receive inftruction, and bear the 
Chriftian name, puts his life in his 
hand, and counts it not dear to 
himfelf, that he may finith his 
courfe with joy. Several of them, 
we have reafon to believe, have 
been converted, fome of whom 
are baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jefus. He is gone with 
thefe, at the particular recom. 
mendation of the Governor, and 
at the requeft of about two hun- 
dred of the fame nation, to form 
a little fettlement near A/goa-bay, 
where they may be removed at a 
diftance from the ill ufage with 
which they have been threatenec. 
Dr. Vanderkemp’s life and labors 
form an honorable difplay of mil- 
fionary zeal. In fome other parts 
of the confines, or beyond the 
bounds of the colony, different 
{mall parties of our Brethren have 
penetrated, at the earneft requelt 
of the natives themfelves, that 
they would come over and help 
them ; and the Brethren from 
Holland and Germany, with fome 
natives of the Cape, and Englifh- 





fociated iflands :—then the hope 
delayed, and the difappointments 
which afflifed us fo greatly, will 
only tend more abundantly to 
mark the finger of God in the 
fuller accomplifhment of his own 
purpofes of grace towards the 
Ifles of the Sea. 

The Care of Goopv Hors 
furnifhes a vaiter field, more cafily 
accefible, and hitherto cultivated 
with the moft promifing hopes of 
fuccefs. All our foreign Breth- 
ren who have been fent to us, 
have been difperfed through this 
extenfive region. Our eminently 
able ayd zealous Dr. Venderkemp, 


men from our Society, labor to 
fpread the light of faith in thefe 
regions of darknefs. We have 
juit heard that, befides many feals 
to their miniftry in the places 
where they have refided by the 
way, their profpects are highly 
promiling, their reception affec- 
tionate, and the attention of the 
Heathen to their inftructions gives 
hope of happy fuccefs. Seven 
others are on their way, or on the 
point of departure from Holland, 
to aid the miffion already ettab- 
lithed, or to form new ones. 
At the Cape, and its vicinity, 
| the bedy of faithful men affociate- 
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with us for the miffionary work is 
greatly increafed, as is the num- 
ber of laborers, and the auditory 
of flaves, fome thoufands of whom 
attend the miniftry of the word, 
and many are faid to be truly cen- 
verted to God our Saviour, by his 
fpirit working mightily. From 
thefe we hope to procure farther 
means of diffufing the gofpel 
grace, by feleéting the beft in- 
formed, and moft approved for fi- 
delity and exemplarinefs of con- 
duct, and at no great diftance of 
time to redeem them from captiv- 
ity, and fend them back to their 
own countrymen of Madagafcar 
and Mofambique with /ome of your 
Brethren and ours, to carry the 
glad tidings of falvation to their 
feveral nations, and to behold the 
greateft good refulting from one 
of the greateft evils, flavery, over- 
ruled by the providence and grace 
of God for his own glory. 

In the vicinity of the Cape it 
gladdens us to report the exten- 
live fpread of the gofpel at Roo- 
dezand and its neighborhood, 
chiefly by the labors of the excel- 
lent Mr. Vofs and others ; under 
him is one of our Brethren as a 
teacher and catechift, and others 
folicited from Holland are ready 
to enter the miffionary vineyard. 
The change of government which 
the peace has made, will, we truft, 
make no change in the foftering 
hand which has been ftretched 
out to encourage thefe philan- 
thropic labors. Englifh or Dutch, 
we have one Lord, one faith, one 
baptifm. The kingdom of Chrift 
is not of this world, meddles not 
with its rule or politics, but is of 
the moft effential fervice to the 
peace and profperity of every 
country, whoever are its govern- 
ors, or whatever the form of their 
adminiftration. ‘The worthy Gov- 
ernor Janfen will, we have confi- 
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dence, tread in the fteps of the 
excellent Governor Dundas in this 
refpe&t, and encourage every ef- 
fort that tends to ameliorate the 
manners of mankind, to introduce 
principles of godlinefs into the 
hearts of men, and in every place 
to make them thankful for the 
protection, and obedient to the 
authority of magiftrates; engag- 
ing within the bounds of the colo- 
ny more confcientious obedience, 
and beyond them, among the Hea- 
then, infufing a fpirit of peace 
and civilization, that. fhall foften 
down the favage manners into a 
happier fyftem of order and culkti- 
vation.—Thefe being the objects 
of our inftitution, as we are con- 
{cious we deferve, fo we doubt 
not we fhall obtain, the approba- 
tion and countenance of the pow- 
ers that are. 

A fuller detail of circumftances 
will be found in our difpatches 
communicated at large in the E- 
vangelical Magazine. We have 
refolved alfo to give periodically a 
particular and explicit view of our 
miffionary work, as materials fhall 
arife. 

Ina variety of other places, in- 
dividuals of our body have gone 
forth to make an eflay, at New- 
foundland, Canada, in the Eaft, 
at Port Jackfon, and Norfolk Ifl- 
and, from whom we receive ac- 
counts of fome blefling on the 
gofpel word in every place, and of 
the falt of grace caft into the in- 
falubrious waters for their healing. 
The day of {mall things is not to 
be defpifed. A fingle corn drop- 
ped into the ground, with the di- 
vine benediétion, may fill the world 
with fruit. 

You will fuppofe we met not 
without new plans and purpofes 
for the extenfion of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom, in addition to the 





fupport and enlargement of the 
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doors of entrance and utterance 
already afforded :—of thefe the 
moft prominent and firft to be car- 
ried into execution was a Miffion 
to the ifland of Cryton. 

Upwards of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand who bear the Chrif- 
tian name, and profefs the pro- 
teftant faith, are faid to be fpread 
through Jaffnapatam chieffy, and 
fome other diftri€ts of that ifland, 
efpecially at Columbo, Punto 
Golle, and Trincomalé. We are 
very defirous to obtain for them 
a zealous miniftry, and to endea- 
vor to fpread more diffufively a- 
mong the Ceylonefe Heathen the 
unfearchable riches of Chrift. As 
we have but one object, the glory 
of God in the falvation of his re- 
deemed, we truft the means _ will 
be foon furnifhed for our firft ef- 
forts, and the favor of our govern- 
ment further the attempts we with 
to make. Weare feeking men of 
a miffioxary fpirit, and efpecially 
fome who are mafters of the Dutch 
language, and hope to make a be- 
ginning in thecourfe of the prefent 
year. 

An opening, fuggefted by an 
American friend, into a part of 
America yet unattempted to be 
vifited by any miffionary laborer, 
is under confideration, and will, if 
practicable, engage our attention. 
We are longing to make manifeft 
the favour of the Redeemer’s grace 
in every place. May God the Ho- 
ly Ghoft give the preparation of 
the heart, and dire& us to the 
moft effe€tual methods of proce- 
dure! Without him we can do 
nothing. 

The diffufion of divine know- 
ledge, by means of the Religious 
Tra& Society, proceeds on a ve 
enlarged{cale. Hundreds of thou- 
fands are difperfed through all 
parts of the nation, and fent to A- 
merica and the colonies; and ma- 
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ny inftances of the happy effeds 
produced by them, amply reward 
our efforts, and encourage our per 
feverance in extending this facile 
mode of religious inftru@tion. 

The rifing generation attra@s 
peculiar attention. The number 
of f{chools ereéted, the immenfe 
numbers of children under tuition, 
and in very mary of them the gra- 
tuitous zeal of their inftrudors, 
promife the moft beneficial corf. 
fequences, The principles of true 
Chriflianity cannot but have the 
moft powerful tendency to pro. 
duce truth and godlinefs in the 
conduét. Vain mutt be every at- 
tempt to ameliorate the manners 
of mankind, where the only ener- 
getic fource of true morality, the 
love of God our Saviour, is not 
imculeated on the confcience. 
Bleffed be his name! we could 
already fill volumes with the hap- 
py experience of the living and 
the dying teftimonies of the little 
ones departing with joy to the 
Lamb’s bofom. 

The affociations formed among 
the faithful Miffionaries in partic- 
ular diftri€ts, for {preading the 
knowledge of Chrift, and fending 
forth certain chofen men to preach 
in a variety of dire€tions,—and the 
numbers in England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, who travel about un- 
der the fuperintendance of Socie- 
ties eftablifhed in the feveral king- 
doms for the more general diffu- 
fion of gofpel truth, have produc- 
ed the mott bleffed effe&s in thou- 
fands and ten thoufands ; and 
under the happy toleration of this 
favored land, thefe labors of love, 
though they awaken the enmity 
of many, continue increafingly fuc- 
cefsful, and promife to fill the face 
of our Zion with fruit, which fhall, 
through Jefus Chrift, be to the 
praife and glory of God. 

Among the eftablifhed clergy 
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of the Church of England, a fo- 
ciety has been alfo formed for the 
exprefs purpofe of miffionary la- 
bors in Africa and the Eaft: this 
is their fecond year of public af- 
fembling. Their numbers and 
refpectability, as well as the puri- 
ty of their doctrine, and zeal in 
their feveral fpheres of labor, 
promife great ufefulnefs. 
Your communications have been 
pighly grateful to us, which con- 
veyed information of the rifing 
flame of love and zeal among you : 
if ours, as you fay, have provoked 
very many, Oh, that it may burn 
brighter and ftronger unto the 
perfeé&t day! We with to obtain 
more bleffed intelligence of you 
and from you, and mutually to 
receive and give the word of ex- 
hortation. There is need of great- 
er union of heart and hands in 
all lands among real Chriftians ; 
their enemies live, and are mighty, 
and bear a tyrannous hate againft 
them ; but the Lord of Hofts is 
with us—the God of Jacob is our 
refuge! ‘“ Awake then, awake ; 
put on ftrength, O Arm of the 
Lord! Awake as in the ancient 
days, as in the generations of old ! 
Art thou not it that hath cut Ra- 
hab, and wounded the Dragon ? 
Art thou not it that hath dried 
up the fea, the waters of the 
deep, that hath made the depths 
of the fea a way for the ranfomed 
to pafs over? And is His hand 
at prefent fhortened that he can- 
not fave? Or his ear heavy that 
he cannot hear?” Can he not with 
equal facility caft dowa the Da- 
gon of intolerant antichrift, and 
dry up the {welling floods of un- 
godlinefs that have threatened to 
deluge the earth? In your place 
and ftation, Brethren, quit your- 
felves like men, be ftrong. In 
open profefion daring to avow 
yourlelves on the Lord’s fide, and 
Vow. III, No. 11. 
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not afhamed of the gofpel of Chrift 
—exhibiting in your lives and la- 
bors a condu& which fhall con- 
found, if it doth not convince, a 
world that lieth in wickeduefs. 
Continue with us befieging the 
Throne of Grace, humbly, yet 
confidently expecting that we fhall 
be made more than conquerors 
through him that hath loved us. 
His prefence and power, we hope, 
will be more abundantly difplayed 
in your congregations and our 
own, than ever yet we have feen! 
So, when our God fhall have ac- 
complifhed the number of his 
ele&t, and haftened his kingdom, 
if we never meet in the flefh, we 
thall ftand before his prefence with 
exceeding joy, and be one fold, 
under one Divine Shepherd ! 

Brethren, to that great day we 
with to dire& your views, as our 
own, looking unto Jefus, waiting 
for and hafting to the moment of 
his appearing and glory, when 
caught up to meet him in the 
clouds, we fhall be for ever with 
our Lord, and furround his throne 
with never-ending praifes. 





No. 4. 


Report to the London Miffionary 
Society, concerning the flate of 
Religion in France. 


HE members compofing 

the deputation formed by 
the DireGtors of the Miffionary 
Society, for the purpofe of vifit- 
ing France, inorder to the publi- 
cation of the New Teftament, 
and the effay on its divine author- 
ity* ; and alfo to procure fuch in- 





* An Effay on the truth and divini- 
ty of the Scriptures, by Mr. Bogue of 
Gofport, Bngland. The Editors have 
not feen this Effay, but underftand it 
is to be a concife, plain ftatement of the 
evidences in proof of divine revelation. 
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religion in that country as may af- 
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formation of the adtual ftate of | may calculate on the future fervi. 


ces of this gentleman, in any pro- 


fift the Society to form a difcreet | per meafures to promote the Pro- 


judgment refpecting the moft eli- 
gible means of promoting the in- 
terefts of pure Chrillianity there- 
in, have the fatisfaction to fub- 
mit to them the procefs and refult 
of their miffion. 

They deem it, however, in- 
cumbent on them, in the firft 
place, to record their grateful tef- 
timony to the gocdaefs of God, 
not only for their fafe prefervation, 
but alfo for having profpered their 
way by preparing and difpofing 
fuitable initrumeuts to promote 
their object, whofe friendthip has 
proved of coniiderable advantage ; 
particularl,, as it has been the me- 
dium of introducing them to per- 
fons of refpe€table ttation and in- 
fluence, who have received them 
with cordiality, highly approved 
the benevolence and utility of 
their defign ; greatly encouraged 
them by aflurances of its probable 
fuccefs, and their co-operation to 
promote it. 

Bearing on their minds the im- 


mediate object of their mifflion, | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
' 





which was the Tranflation of the | 
Eflay, and its Circulation with | 


tie New Teftament thro’ France, 
they have taken meafures for its 
accomplifhment ; and have the 
pleafure to inform the Direétors, 
that they have fucceeded beyond 
their expectations. 
them fatisfa¢tion to learn, that 
God has gracioufly difpofed the 


heart of a refpeciable member of 


the legiflative aflembly to take a 
lively intereit in our caufe ; in 
confequence of which he volunta- 
rily offered his fervices to tranf- 
late the Effay ; and is now affidu- 


It will afford | 


teftant caufe ; and he feels {> 
much animated by the account of 
the defign and proceedings of our 
inftitution, as to have formed the 
intention of being prefent at our 


| next annual folemnities. 


But it is not in the French lan. 
guage only that the Society is 
likely to be inftrumental in the 
cireulation of the New Teftament 
and of the Effay :—it is highly 
probable, that at the prefent mo- 
ment the latter is under tranflation 
into the Italian language, by ano- 
ther individual, whom God has 
raifed up and filled with zeal a- 
gainft the errors of the Popih 
Communion. The Dircors will 
learn with pleafure, that an Itali- 
an Bifhop has cxprefled his difin- 
tereited defire to ferve their caufe 
in this way ; and it waits only 
their own determination to give 
full effeét to his zealousdifpofition. 
This dignitary of the Romifh See, 
in the carly periods of the revolu- 
tion, directed his enlightened ef- 
forts againft the pretenfions of the 
Papacy, and for three years fuffer- 
ed imprifonment, as well as the 
lofs ot his worldly fubflance. Feel- 
ing frongly on account of the a- 
bominations of Popery, he appears 
ready to lendchis utmolt afliitance 
to diffufe the purer principles of 
the Proteftant faith. 

Another member of the legif- ° 

ative body, a zealous Proteftant, 


| and who appears eminently devot- 


our expreffing 


oufly engaged therein, receiving, | 


according to his own declaration, 
increafing edification as he pro- 
eceds. The Society, we believe, 


| ed to the Lord Jefus Chrilt, en- 


tered molt cordially into our v ews. 
He lamented the want of faith- 
ful and zealous minifters ; and on 


g a hope that our 


Society might be difpofed to edu- 
cate fome truly devoted and zeal- 
ous young men for the exercife ot 
miniltry 


the in France, {faid, 
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out, in the fouth, fix young men, 
truly devoted and fpiritual, whom 
he would fend over to England, 
to be trained up there for the fer- 
vice of the Proteftants in France ;’’ 
and he waits the direCtion of the 
Society for the accomplifhment: of 
this purpofe. 

The refolution of the Society 
was limited to the New Telta- 
ment ; becaufe, it was concluded 
that the addition of the Old, would 
occafion an inconvenient expendi- 
ture of its funds, it being under- 
ttood that they were to be diftri- 
buted gratuitoufly : but on this 
fubjeG@, as well as others, the 
minds of the deputation were eve- 
ry day receiving mort juft and com- 
prehenfive information ; and they 
have now the fatisfaction to fay, 
that the Direétors are likely to 
have the opportunity of printing 
and circulating the whole Scrip- 
tures, as well as the Effay, and 
other Proteftant works, to a very 
great extent, without any eventu- 


al expence to the Society: and | 


although we would not too ftrong- 
ly indulge this expectation; yet, 
the following circumftance, among 
others, may in fome degree encou- 
rage it. 


In Paris, it required a fearch a- | 
mong the bookfellers, of four days, | 


to find a fingle Bible :—we fear 


this is alfo the awful fituation of | 


the greater part of France, and 
other countries formerly conneGed 
with the See of Rome.—The re- 
port of an intention to publifh it, 
produced an application from one 
bookfeller, for 1500 copies ; and 
we found on calculation, that the 
fale of 5000 copies on his terms, 
would leave fome advantage to the 
Society. This bookfeller being 
a Catholic, it was fuppofed, that 
he might be inquiring for their 
edition of the Scriptures ; but he 
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ftated, that it was the Proteftant 
Scriptures that he wanted, and for 
the purpofe of felling them to 
the Catholics, who were eager to 
procure them, in preference to 
their own. 

That the Dire@ors may form a 
judgment, as to the probable ex- 
tent in which the Scriptures, and 
the works of the beft Proteftant 
authors may be circulated, it may 
be neceflary to itate to them the 
information received from a gen- 
tleman who was formerly in one of 
the hicheft departments of ftate 
in Sardinia. Prompted by his 
approbation of the obje, and de- 
firous to promote its fuccefs, he 
communicated the following intel- 
ligence :—That in Piedmont, and 
other Popifh countries, the Bible 
was prohibited, under the penalty 
of eternal damnation ; but that 
fince their union with France, 
Proteftantifm is not onlytolerated, 
but its worfhip is public ; and 
that the benevolent views of the 
Society would meet with the 
greatett fuccefs, if profecuted with 
order and wifdom. In Piedmont, 
and efpecially at Turin, there are 
a confiderable number of Gene- 
vans who would affitt it, as well as 
moft of the literary characters of 
the country. Befides books, he 
recommends, that well inftructed, 
prudent, and difcerning Mifliona- 
ries be fent. There will be an e- 
qual opportunity of fpreading in- 
ftruétion into the Cifalpine repub- 
lic; and from thence into 'Tufca- 
ny- Booksand Miffionarieswould 
alfo, he flates, be received with 
enthufiafm at Naples; and this 
would prepare the way to Rome 
itfelf.— Without entering intofur- 
ther detail of the plan which he 
fuggetts, the Directors will per- 
ceive the immenfe fcope which 
Divine Providence has prepared 
for the exertions of Chriftian bene- 
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volence, in the caufe of the bleffed 
Redeemer : indeed, the moral ef- 
feéts produced over a very exten- 
five and populous part of Europe, 
by the late conflié of the nations, 
are fo evident and important, as 
not to be overlooked without im- 
piety ; and the facilities for the 
introduction of the Gofpel, are fo 
greatly increafed, as to invite, and 
even demand, the earneft prayers 
and unwearied efforts of the difci- 
ples of Chrift, to improve to the 
utmoft fointerefting a difpenfation. 
It is extremely manifeft, that a 
wide door is opened for the Gof- 
pel ; and it will be a great privi- 
lege and honor, if the Miflionary 
Society fhould, in any degree, be- 
come inftrumental in making it an 
effeGual one. The operations of 
Divine Providence, in rendering 
the political convulfions of the 
world fubfervient to his fuperior 
plan of wifdom and grace, in rela- 
tion to the kingdom of the Mef- 
fiah, has feldom been more appa- 
rent than in the public events 
which have lately occurred ; yet, 
it is not by great political arrange- 
ments only, but alfo by moral im- 
preffions upon the minds of thofe 
whofe authority controuls the af- 
fairs of nations, that the duty of 
Chriftian Societies is pointed out 
and enforced. ‘This obfervation 
admits of an appropriate appli¢a- 
tion. 

The Proteftant caufe is confi- 
dered by the prefent government 
of France to be favorable to its 
ftability ; the apprehenfion of 
danger is from the party attached 
to Popery ; the government there- 
fore, is on its guard with refpeét to 
the latter, but is well difpofed to 
the former ; this is demonitrated 
by its appointments to ftations of 
political importance, or to offices 
of magiftracy. An occurrence 
which happened on the return of 
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the deputation, will illuftrate this 


remark. They had been inform. 
ed that, in one of the departments 
through which they had to pafs, 
there were a number of their Pro. 
teftant Brethren deltitute of a paf- 
tor : conceiving it to be their du- 
ty to vifit them, in order to roufe 
and animate them, they ftaid for 
one day in that diftn@. The ufe- 
ful friend who accompanied them, 
being acquainted with the prefea, 
called on him, and informed him 
of their defign in coming to 
France : this great officer entered 
with much zeal into the fubjed, 
highly approved of the meafure, 
ftrongly recommended the Pro. 
teftants to exert themfelves, and 
promifed them a church and a 
houfe, both well repaired, for the 
ufe of the minifter whom they 
might get appointed. This cir- 
cumftance being made known to 
two of the Proteftants refiding 
there, whofe minds had previouf- 
ly been filled with gloomy appre- 
henfions as to the ftate of religion, 
it had fuch an enlivening influ. 
ence upon them, as to induce them 
to pledge themfelves to furnish a 
very liberal fupport to any Pro- 
teftant minifter who would fettle 
among them; and expreffed their 
undoubting perfuafion, that the 
church would foon be filled with 
fuch Catholics as would willingly 
contribute to the fupport of a 
Proteftant miniftry. This laft 
fentiment, which is of very great 
importance, appears to be well 
founded. It is highly probable, 
that an energetic miniftry, in 
which the great principles of the 
Gofpel fhould be powerfully in- 
culcated, would be numeroufly 
attended by the Catholics in va- 
rious, if not in all parts of France. 
Indeed, the religion of Rome, un- 
fupported by extenfive funds, an¢ 
deftitute of civil power, feems fai 
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verging towards its fall ; the ac- 
tivity of its priefts, who, by wri- 
tings and other means, are endea- 
voring to revive its interefts, may, 
however, fucceed, if no proper at- 
tempts are made to introduce into 
its place a purer fyftem ; becaufe 
the intellectual principle in man, 
confcious of its immortal deftiny, 
feels the neceffity of fome religion 
whereon its anxieties may repofe ; 
and will therefore lean upon a 
falfe one in the abfence of the true. 
This anxious feeling of the mind 
after the true religion, feems to 
be increafing in France. Dif- 
gufted with the fuperftitions of 
Popery, they betook themfelves 
to the principles of infidelity, and 
have proved them to be infuffici- 
ent for their happinefs, as well as 
pernicious in theirtendency. The 
day of infidelity and of fuperiti- 
tion is clofing ; and, as foon as 
the Sun of Righteoufnefs arifes, 
they will be chafed into eternal 
darknefs, their native region. It 
may be added alfo, that the Pro- 
teftant religion would be fupport- 
ed by a confiderable portion of 
the people, who, ae friendly to 
the principles of civil liberty, con- 
ceive that a natural alliance fub- 
fifts between thefe, whilit that of 
the Papal is fuppofed to be in hof- 
tility thereto. This is therefore 
that political and moral ftate of 
things in France and its depen- 
dencies, which the Dire€tors will 
probably confider as a diftinguifh- 
ing charaéter of a difpenfation fa- 
vorable to the intereft of true re- 
ligion ; and therefore defigned to 
be a fignal to Chriftians, and ef- 
pecially to Chriftian focieties, in 
order to engage their utmoft ener- 
gies to improve it. 

The Members of the Deputa- 
tion now proceed to ftate, that 
God has been pleafed to render 
their vifit to France the occafion 
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of exciting already @ very conti- 
derable impulfe in the minds of 
many in favor of genuine Chrifti- 
anity. ‘The objects of the intti- 
tution, and the difinterefted phi- 
lanthropy, to which they attri- 
buted their vifit, had a powerful 
effe& on them, and awakened a 
train of ideas which were either 
entirely new, or had long lain dor- 
mant in their minds. They foon 
formed the project of communi- 
cating their views and feelings to 
others ; and we believe that, at 
this time, a correfpondence is 
opening with the Proteftants in 
every part of France, with a view 
to form a general and ufeful or- 
ganization of the whole body, in 
order to revive the long-perfecuted 
interefts of true religion, and ex- 
tend them on every fide ; but they 
feel their need of the advice and 
affiftance of the Society in the 
commencement of their efforts ; 
and are difpofed, in return, to 
co-operate in all the meafures 
which may be recommended as 
likely to promote our great ob- 
je. What thefe meafures ought 
to be, becomes therefore an im- 
portant fubje€&t to be confidered. 
Probably the Dire€tors will coin- 
cide in the conviction which this 
vifit to France has produced in 
our own minds,—That, depend- 
ing on the bleffing of God, the 
Bible, and an Evangelical Minif- 
try, are the principal things requi- 
fite to promote the caufe of the 
Redeemer in that country ; and 
it will probably be the diftinguifh- 
ed honor of the Miffionary Soci- 
ety to be the means of diftribut- 
ing the word of God, in a very 
extenfive degree, through France 
and its dependencies, which ap- 
pear to be now nearly deftitute 
thereof ; and this one circum- 
{tance will imprefs upon it a cha- 
rafter of ufefulnefs, which will 
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afford to the mind a fource of per- 
petual joy and thanksgiving. It 
is alfo hoped, it will be in their 
power to find out and recommend 
to the Brethren in France, fome 
rminilters, whofe knowledge of the 
peculiar do¢trines of the Gofpel, 
and experience of their power, 
may fit them for eminent ufeful- 


5 


fuitable minifters in thefe popu- | 


lous and extenfive regions, that, 
without an interpofition of Provi- 
dence in a way at prefent un- 
known, there muft long remain a 
creat deficiency in this refpeét. 
To lay the foundation of fupply- 
ing this, as far as circumftances 
permit, it may probably be of ef- 
fential fervice to feleét a few 
young men of the French nation, 
whofe hearts may be inclined to 
the fervice of God, for the pur- 
pofe of giving them fuch full and 
appropriate inftructions as may fit 
them for the Chriftian miniftry in 
their own country. It appears, 
moreover, to be a matter of great 
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ciety in England would cheerful. 
ly extend their liberal aid to fup- 
port it; and on this ground, the 
Members of the Deputation have 
inftituted an enquiry concerning 
the price of one of the churches, 


| well adapted for this purpofe ; the 
_refult of which, we expec very 
_fhortly to lay before the Dire&. 
nefs ; but fo great is the want of © 


! 
| 


ors. 
Another means for promoting 


_ the fuccefs of the Gofpel in France, 


| we conceive would be the circu. 
| lation of various Proteftant works, 
_ explaining and impreffing the lead- 
ing principles, and beneficial ef- 


feéts of Chriftianity ; and efpe- 


‘cially by a publication of the na- 
_ ture of the Evangelical Magazine; 
the profits whereof fhould be ap- 
plied to the relief of the widows’ 


of Proteftant Minifters in that 


country ; or to the education of 


young men for the miniftry; as 
may appear beft. On _ thefe 
grounds the adoption of the fal- 


| lowing Refolutions is recommend. 


importance, that a member of the | 


Society, or a friend in clofe con- 
nexion with it, fhould refide iu 


whofe number is eltimated at from 
30 to 40,000; and who it is fear- 
ed, are deplorably ignorant, as to 
the nature and effeéis of the reli- 
gion which they profefs. It may 
be neceflary, in the firf inftance, 
to conduét the fervice in the En- 
glifh language ; but the princi- 
pal defign is, to preach eventually 
in that of the French ; not only 
to Proteflants, but to Catholics 
alfo. This meafure appeared fo 
important in its nature, fo honor- 
able to the fociety, and fo effenti- 
al in various views to the interefts 
of religion throughout France, 
that the perfuafion has been in- 
dulged, that the friends of the So- 


ed to the Directors :-— 
1. That the meafures already 


taken for the tranflation of the 
| Effay, and its circulation by fale, 
Paris, for the exercife of his minif- | 
try, among the Proteftants there ; | 


as well as the printing and fale of 
the New Teftament, be confirmed. 
N. B. 2000 of each are order- 
ed; the coft of which will be a- 
bout 115). 
2. That the Committee be au- 


thorized to direét the following 
books to be printed and circulat- 
'ed by fale, for account of the 


Miffionary Society, viz. 


if. + d. 
5000 Bibles and Teftaments, 
which will coft about 625 00 
5000 Watts’s rft Catechifins, 
which will coft about 800 
5000 do. 2d do. - 2900 
5000 Affembly’s Catechifms 25 0 ° 
4000 New Teftaments in the 
Italian language . 100 0 © 
2000 of the Effay do, ja 00 


———— 


$438 0 @ 
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3. That a Committee be form- 
ed for taking into contideration 
the beft means by which a Period- 
ical Publication, fimilar to the 
Evangelical Magazine, could be 
formed and conduéted in France. 

4. That an application be made 
for fix fuitable perfons to be fent 
over to England, to receive in- 
{tructions under the patronage of 
our Society, with a view to the 
exercife of the Proteftant Minif- 
try in France. 

5. That an Addrefs from our 
Society to the Proteflants in 
France, tending to call forth their 
exertions 1m the caufe of the Re- 
deemer, be formed by the Com- 
mittee of Correfpondence. 

6. That the Rev. Samuel Tra- 
cy be appointed the Agent of our 
Society in Paris, for fix months 
to come ; and that he be confi- 
dered as having acted in that ca- 
pacity from the commencement of 
his arrival in that city. 

( Signed by order of the Commitice.) 


Anfwer to a Queftion. 
[Continued from page 374. ] 


NUMBER III. 
OME reafons will now be af- 
figned, why God does not 
convert and fave all the human 
race. 

The queftion fuppofes, that 
fome men will be left of God to 
go on in fin and perifh. This is 
confirmed by the holy fcriptures. 
Our Lord hath faid, * Wide is 
the gate, and broad is the way, 
that leadeth to deftruCtion, and 
many there be which go in there- 
at: becaufe ftrait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that 
find it.’ * They that have done 


good, fhall come forth unto the ! 
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have done evil, unto the refurree- 
tion of damnation.” He will fay 
unto fome, ‘ Depart ye curfed, 
into everlaiting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels,—and 
thefe fhall go away into everlaft- 
ing punifliment.’ 

It is not from any inability in 
God to renew and fave all, that 
any are left to perifh in their fins, 
for all hearts are in his hands, 
and nothing is impoflible with 
him. ‘¢ He hath mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, and whom he 
will he hardeneth.’? Nor are any 
left to perifh, through a defect in 
his benevolence. *£ God is love.’ 
His benevolence is rendered un- 
queitionable by the gift. of his 
Son, the provifion of an infinite 
atonement, and his direction that 
the offers of falvation fhould be 
made thro’ all the world, unto 
every creature, without limitation, 
and by fuch an adminiltration of 
government as produces the high- 
eft poflibie happinefs in the uni- 
verfe. There can be no want of 
goodnefsinGod. ‘There is none 
good but one, that is God.’ It 
furely can be no reafonable objec- 
tion to his goodnefs, that when 
mankind reject Chrift, and his great 
falvation, freely offered, and affec- 
tionately urged upon them, God 
does not in every inftance fubdue 
their obftinacy, and make them 
willing in the day of his grace. 
And it fhould be kept in mind, 
that this is the real ftate of men. 
They all begin to make excufe, 
when called upon by the meflages 
of grace. Chrilt faith, ¢ Ye will 
not come unto me that ye might 
have life.’ We ought rather to 
admire the wonderful benevolence 
of God, in reclaiming and faving 
apy, after fuch abufe, and fuch a 
difcovery of the extreme depravi- 
ty of the human heart, than te 


refurreétion of life, and they that | harbor any jealoufies of his good- 
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nefs becaufe he does not compel 
all to come in. There is a wide 
difference between offering falva- 
tion to finners; and by an almigh- 
ty act difpofing them to receive 
it, after they have deliberately 
and ungratefully reje€ted the offer. 
It would have been a glorious ex- 
preffion of benevolence in God to 
have done the former, tho’ he 
had not feen fit to have done the 
latter. 

But if we were unabke to affign 
any reafons why God leaves fome 
to perifh, it would {till be arro- 
gance in us to conclude that there 
were not fufficient reafons. It 
would rather become us to acqui- 
efce in the language of our Lord. 
‘I thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, becaufe thou 
haft hid thefe things from the 
wife and prudent, and haft reveal- 
ed them unto babes, even fo, Fa- 
ther, for fo it hath feemed good 
in thy fight..—Tho’ we can by 
no means fathom the counfels of 


God, nor pretend to know all the | 


particular reafons of this inftance 
of his adminiftration, yet fome 


valuable ends, which are an{wered , 


by it, may be clearly feen. A 
few will be here mentioned. 

1. By leaving fome to perifh in 
their fins, God makes a moft full 
and impreflive manifeftation of his 
juftice, greater than could have 
otherwife been effected. It is 
true, that the abhorrence of God 
towards all fin, and his regard to 
the divine law, have been fo mani- 
fefted by the atonement of Chrift, 
that the juftice of God would not 
have fuffered, tho’ all had been 
faved ; but then it would not 
have been manifefted in God’s 
dealings with this finful world, 
for it cannot be truly faid, that 
the fufferings of Chrift were due 
to him, or that they were a mani- 
fefl2tion -o€ diflributive juftice. 
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There is no room to queftion the 
right which God has, even after 
an atonement, to leave fome to 
perifh ; and in fuch circumftances, 
a difplay of juftice is peculiarly 
ftriking, and expreffive of God’s 
holinefs. Thus God is willing 
to fhew his wrath, and make his 
power known, on the veflels of 
wrath, fitted to deftruGion: and 
all the inhabitants of heaven will 
fay, true and righteous are thy 
judgments, and will cry Alleluia, 
when the fmoke of their torment 
afcendeth forever and ever. 

a. God, by leaving fome to 
perifh, teaches his creatures that 
he will have his grace refpetted 
by them.—Mankind have placed 
themfelves, by rejeéting Chril, 
in very different eircumftances 
from thofe they were in before 
grace was offered and refufed. 





They are now guilty of fin, not 
| only againft the law of God, but 
| alfo againft the difpenfation of 
| his wonderful grace. This ren- 

ders it fuitable that they thould 
be viewed in a very different light, 
and be treatedaccordingly. Their 
fins againft the tranfcendant glory 
of divine grace, are not only an 
infinite aggravation of their guilt, 
| but they form a new /pecics 0 
| wickedne/s, diftin® from their dil- 
obedience to the law of God, and 
of a nature more bafe, ungrateful 
and malignant. It is fuch a kind 
of wickednefs as the fallen angels 
never committed, and as never be- 
fore appeared in the univerfe ; for 
none ever before finned againtt re- 
deeming mercy, and the offers of 
a gracious pardon for rebellion 
againftt God. It is therefore a 
fpecies of fin, which never had 
been punifhed, fo as to manife 
God’s peculiar abhorrence of it. 
Difobedience and rebellion againtt 
the law and authority of God, 
had been punithed in the fallea 
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angels. Their fufferings declare 
the wrath of God for that de- 
{cription of fin, but not for fins 
committed againft redeeming love. 
For the fame reafons for which it 
was neceflary and fuitable, that 
the fallen angels fhould fuffer for 
their rebellion, that the law of 
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God might be refpeéted ; it feems 
proper, that there fhould be ex- | 
amples of God’s peculiar difpleaf- | 
ure at unbelief, that the grace of | 
God might be refpeéted by his 
creatures. It was fuitable in the 
eyes of infinite wifdom and reéti- 
tude, that this fhould take place. 
This ferves to exhibit the digni- 
fied nature of the difpenfation of | 
grace, and fhows that tho’ God | 
is gracious and merciful, he is:not | 
regardlefs of himfelf, nor of his | 
mercy ; but will be refpeéted, and | 
will have his grace refpected by | 
his creatures. 

3- The unyielding nature of a 
finful fpirit had never before been 
afcertained, by actual experiment, 
and clearly exhibited to creatures. 
The fallen angels never had the 
offers of mercy, and it was not 
known to creatures, that they 
were fo utterly depraved, but that 
the offers of grace and motives of 
infiniteimportance, mighthave pre- 
vailed on them to have returned to 
God ; and fo the juftice of God 
in their punifhment could not be 
feen ia its full ftreagth and luftre. 
But the offer has been made to 
man, and motives of infinite weight 
lave been prefented and it is now 
alvertained by actual experiment, 
in the cale of thofe under the in- 
itruGtions of the gofpel, who are 
teft of God to go on in fin, that 
a finful {pirit is too obflinate to 
be reduced by aay motives, or of- 
fers of pardon and acceptance. 
The implacable nature of fin is 
made clearly manifeft. It is no 
songer queitionable whether the 
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carnal heart is fo inimical to God, 
that it can never be fubjeé& to his 
law. Ass this fhows the extreme 
malignity ofa finful {pirit, and its 
irreconcilable averfion to any pro- 
pofals, which a holy God can 
make, it very greatly illufrates 
the juttice of God, in dooming 
evil angels, as well as men, to 
It becomes 
evident, that their hearts are fuch 
that they never could be reclaim- 
ed, but by the all conquering 
and irrefiftible power of God, and 
that they are fit only to be con 
figned to hopelefs mifery. 

4. God in leaving fome finners 
to go on in their wickednefs and 
perifh, makes a moft glorious dif- 
play of the prerogative of divine 
fovereignty, beyond any thing of 
the kind which had ever before 
been fet in the view of his crea- 
tures. He exercifes, before the 
eyes of all intelligence, his fove- 
reign right to difpofe of finners 
as he pleafes, for the purpofes of 
his own glory, either as _ veflels 
of mercy, or of wrath. This had 
never before been exhibited by 
example. This is a ftriking man- 
ifeftation, that God confiders the 
finner as having forfeited all good 
—as being in the hands of a right- 
cous Judge, and that he himfelf 
is under no kind of obligations to 
fpare him. He may therefore 
ufe him in any way that fhall be 
moft for his own glory and the 
good of his kingdom, either as an 
example of juftice or of grace. 
This fovereignty is alfo further 
manifefted, in giving fome the of- 
fers of mercy, whileaknowledge of 
the gofpel is withheld from others. 
In all this the language of his 
proceedings is, ‘ Hath not the 
potter power over the clay, of the 
fame lump, to make one veflel to 
honor and another unto difhonor?” 


If God renewed all, this glorious 
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difplay of divine fovereignty would 
not have been made. 

5. Another valuable end which 
is obtained by God, in leaving 
fome to go on in fin and perith, 
is the peculiar difplay which this 
makes of the riches of his grace 
to thofe whom he renews, and 
choofes to be the veffels of his 
mercy.—If God had renewed and 
faved the whole of mankind, it 
might never have been fo ftrongly 
felt by creatures, that there was 


no kind of obligation on God to | 


the finner, to convert him; and 
that he was at perfeét liberty, 
even after an adequate redemption 
had been provided, either to ap- 
ply it or not apply it, to the fal- 
vation of the fiuner, as fhould ap- 
pear good in his fight. 

Nor could this grace have ap- 
peared te fuch advantage, had all 
been faved, for want of the ftrik- 
ing contraft exhibited in the dif- 
ferent treatment which the veffels 
of wrath, and of mercy, refpe@- 
ively receive from the hand of 
God. This idea appears to have 
deeply impreffed the mind of the 
apoftle Paul, when he faid, * What 
if God, willing to fhew his wrath 
and make his power known, en- 
dued with much long-fuffering the 
veflels of wrath fitted to deftruc- 
tion, and that he might make 
known the riches of his glory on 
the veflels of his mercy which he 
liad afore prepared unto glory.” 
Ifaiah alfo gives us the fame idea 
from the mouth of God. «“ And 
it fhall come to pafs, that from 
one new moon to another, and 
from one Sabbath to another, 
fhall all flefh come to worfhip be- 
fore me, faith the Lord. And 
they fhall go forth, and look upon 
the carcafes of the men which 
have tranfgreffed againft me ; for 
their worm fhall not die, neither 


Shall their fire be quenched, and 
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they fhall be an abhorring unto 
all flefh.”’—Thus the diftinguifh. 
ing exercife of grace makes a pe- 
culiar difplay of the riches of di. 
vine mercy, towards thofe who 
are faved. 

From the whole it is conceived, 
that it is made plain, that the 
atonement is infinitely full—thae 
God in his invitations to finners, 
and in his folemn declaration, that 
he hath no pleafure in the death 
of the wicked, but that the wick. 
ed turn from his way and live, is 
confiftent with his leaving fome to 
go on in fin and perifh—And that 
there are reafons which may be 
afligned why God does not con- 
vert and fave all the human race : 
Particularly, that the punifhment 
of unbelief, which is a new and 
peculiar {pecies of wickednels, 
might be exemplified—the juf- 
tice of God be more fully mani- 
fefted—that by the exhibition of 
the unyielding nature of fin, the 
juftice of God in the endlefs pun- 
ifhment of evil men and angels 
might be feen in its true glory— 
that the fovereignty of God, and 
the dignified manner in which he 
exercifeshis grace might be known 
—and that the exceeding riches 
of his grace towards the redeemed, 
might appear as they are.—Inall 
thefe refpeéts, God illuftrates his 
own glorious perfeétions, in the 
view of his creatures, and enriches 
them with the knowledge of him- 
felf, by leaving fome to go on in 
fin and perifh ; and in proportion 
as he brings himfelf into view, he 
adds to the everlafting bleffednels 
of his whole kingdom. The wil- 
dom and goodnefa of God are alfo 
difplayed, in adopting a meafure 
calculated to produce fo many 
valuable ends, and creatures are 
effeCtually taught the firmnefs and 
ftability, with which the Moh 
High proceeds in his adminiftre 
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tions of government.—Thefe are 
great and valuable ends, which 
we fee are anfweted by the fove- 
reign difpenfations of grace and 
juftice among men. So many 
reafons for this way of proceed- 
ing are made known to us; _per- 
haps more may be feen by a fuf- 
ficient attention to the fubjedt, 
and probably many more will be 
difcovered by the people of Ged, 
in the world to come. But how 
many reafons God has for thefe 








proceedings, no finite creature 





can determine. ‘ Cantt thou by 
fearching find out God, cantt | 
thou find out the Almighty to | 
perfection?” Finally ; the things | 
which have been noticed, in at- 
tending to this important quef.- 
tion, are calculated to imprefs our 
minds with the infinite mercy of 
God, in producing an all-fufficient 
atonement, and freely offering fal- 
vation to us all—with our infinite 
obligations to Jefus Chrift, for 
the things he has dohe and faid to 
purchafe mercy for finners—with 
the awful wickednefs and inexcuf- 
ablenefs of the impenitent and un- 
believing, whofe blood muft be 
upon their own heads—with the 
mercy of God, in reclaiming any 
from their obftinate perverfenefs, 
to himfelf—with the iadifpenfible 
duty of all who hear the gofpel, | 
to repent and believe without de- 
lay—with the reafons which fin- 
ners have to tremble at their guilt 
and danger—and with the pecul- 








iar obligations of thofe whom God 
has renewed, and adopted into his 
family, to admire diftinguithing 

grace, and be conftant and zeal- | 
ous in his fervice. And let the 
world admire the compaflion, and 
obey the gracious exhortations of 
God, who fays, * As I live, faith 
the Lord, I have no pleafure in 
the death of the wicked; but 
that the wicked turn from His 
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way and live. Turn ye, turn ye 
from your evil ways; for why 
will ye die, O houfe of [frael 2” 





An explanation of the eleventh chap- 
ter of the Revelation. 


[Continued from page 388.] 


PART II. 

ROCEEDING to the pro- 

pofed explanation, and mak- 
ing only thofe very concife and 
general obfervations which fhall 
be fuppofed fufficient to illuftrate 
and confirm the fubjects fuggett- 
ed, we have, ver. 1. the direétion 
of the angel, Rife, aud meafure 
the temple of God, and the altar, 
and them that worfbip therein.— 
As the fubjeéts contained in this 
chapter, and generally through 
the whole bock are expreffed in 
figurative terms, it is of peculiar 
importance juilly to conceive the 
primaryimport of them, and then 
to accommodate this to the fub- 
je&t propofed, which will commu- 
nicate to us their true fignifica- 
tion. Is it not well known, that 
the temple was an edifice erected 
in Jerufalem for the worfhip of 
God according to his own ap- 
pointment? The altar was an 
appendage to the temple, and el- 
fentially neceffary for the perform- 
ance of the temple fervice. Here 
the facrifices were offered, and de- 
votional exerciles attended. In 
the temple the pricfts taught the 
people out of the book of the 
law, and Chrift preached the gof- 
pel of the kingdom. The tem- 
ple, at the dedication of it, was 
filled with the glory of God. 
This was the place of his moit 
gracious refidence. Here he man- 
ifefted himfelf, heard the fuppli- 
cations and received the praifes 
of his people. For thefe reafons 
it was called holy, and mount 
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Zion on which it was ere&ted was 
the holy hill, and Jerufalem in 
which it ftood was the holy city. 
The temple, we are taught in the 
New Teitament, was a type of 
the church. Know ye not that ye 
are the temple of God. For the 
temple of God is holy, which temple 
ye are. The building, the church, 
groweth into a holy temple in the 
Lord—for a habitation of God 
thro’ the fpirit—Is it not evident 
from this, that by ‘ the temple, 
the altar, and thofe who worfhip 
therein’, we are to underftand the 
church of Chrift Jefus, confifting 


who offer fpiritual facrifices ac- 
ceptable thro’ Jefus Chrifl ?— 
By the meafuring of the temple 
and altar, we are taught, that 
the church is precifely circum- 
{cribed and limited, is diftinGly 
feparated from the world, is pe- 
culiarly referved for God, and the 
fubje& of his conftant prote@ion 
andcare. The Lord knoweth them 
that are his. Ver. 2. * But the 
court’, or yard where the common 
people affembled. ¢ which is with- 
out the temple, leave out and meaf- 
ure it not.’ As by ‘ the temple,’ 
&c. we are to underftand thofe 
who worfhip God in fpirit, fo by 
¢ the court’ we are to underftand 
fuperficial and formal worfhippers 
of him; by ‘ nor’ meafuring this, 
it being given to the Gentiles, we 
are taught that thofe nominal 
profeffors were abandoned to the 
fuper{titious and idolatrous {pirit 
of Gentilifm, which fhould pre- 
dominate and reignin them. Ac- 
cording to this explanation, we 
have the univerfal, vifible Chrif- 
tian church divided into two parts ; 
one reprefented by ‘the temple 
and altar’——denoting the true 
church, confifting of {piritual wor- 
ihippers of God—The other by 
$ the court,’ denoting worfhippere 


of the true worfhippers of God, 
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of God by profeffion, but idola- 
trous Gentiles in fpirit and prac- 
tice, or antichrift in his whole 
extent.—This direction of the 
angel introduces the grand fub- 
jets of the little book, which 
may be exhibited in the following 
order. 

I. The Gentiles treading the ho- 
ly city under foot, or the fuper- 
ftitious and idolatrous fpirit of 
Gentilifm difplaying itfelf in the 
vifible church. 

PresuminG that the idea de- 
figned to be communicated by the 
term, will be fufficiently under- 
ftood, that we may poffefs that 
comprehenfive view of the fubje& 
contained in the Revelation, it 
may be remarked, that it is ad- 
dreffed to us by a different repre- 
fentation, Chap. 12. ver.17. In 
the preceding part of that chap- 
ter, the church, from the com- 
mencement of the gofpel difpen- 
fation, is reprefented by ‘ a wo- 
man with child, travailing and in 
pain to be delivered,’ expreflive of 
her ardent defire and ftrenuous 
efforts to propagate and give 
eftablifhment to the religion of 
Chrift.* By the ‘ great red drag- 
on’ are we not to underftand the 
heathenifh Roman empire, or the 
Roman power? By his itanding 
‘ before the woman to deflroy her 
child as foon as it was born,’ the 
exertions of the empire to fup- 

refs and prevent the prevalence 
of the Chriftian religion? By the 
‘ war in heaven, Michael and his 
angels fighting, and the devil and 
his angels,’ have we not reprefent- 
ed the fevere conflicts between 
Chriftian confeffors aided by the 
power and grace of Chrift, and 
heathen powers ftimulated by the 





* Perhaps Conftantine, and his ele- 
vation to the imperial diadem, might 


| be particularly intended. 
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old ferpent the devil, one to effet 
the converfion of the empire to 
Chriftianity, the other to obftru& 
it? By the devil’s ¢ not prevail- 
ing,” have we not fignified the un- 
fuccefsfulnefs of heathenifh efforts 
to prevent the prevalence of Chrif- 
tianity and the a¢tual converfion 
of the empire? By his being 
* caft out into the earth,’ the hum- 
bled and degraded ftate of heath- 
enifm after this revolution? By 
the ‘ ferpent’s cafling out of his 
mouth water as a flood,’ after the 
woman, that he might caufe her 
to be carried away of the flood, 
have we not reprefented the in- 
curftons of the fouthern nations 
upon the empire, inftigated by Sa- 
tan, to fubvert the Chriftian 
caufe? By ‘ the earth’s helping 
the woman, opening her mouth and 
[wallowing up the flood, have we 
not fignified the mild and favora- 
ble difpofition of the favages, who 
inftead of overturning the church 
as they had overturned the ftate, 
were abforbed by the Chriftians, 
embracing their faith, profefling 
their religion and incorporating 
with them? This brings to the 
fubjeét, or period, under confider- 
ation. The vifion proceeds, ver. 
17. * And the dragon was wroth 
‘ with the woman and went to make 
© war with the remnant of her feed, 
‘ which kept the word of God, and 
* have the teftimony of Fefus Chrift.’ 
Of this, it is fuppofed, the fol- 
lowing fummary contains the true 
import. ‘The devil, by the fup- 
preflion of heathenifm or idolatry, 
being vifibly depofed in the Ro- 
man empire, and exiled from 
court, to the favage nations of the 
earth, and being difconcerted in 
his artful ftratagem to fubvert 
Chriftianity, by inftigating the 
barbarous nations, thro’ his inftru- 
ments, to overturn the empire, 
turnedinto an angel of light or put 
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on a religious mafk to effe& it: 
He enticed Chriftian profeffors to 
adopt the fuperititious cuftoms 
and idolatrous rites of the new 
converts to the faith, and a€tual- 
ly fucceeded in his enterprife to 
eftablith the idolatrons fpirit and 
religion of heathens in the vifible 
church.* Having fortified this 
acquilition. and being angry with 
the woman, he went to make war 
with the remnant of her feed, for 
the conftancy of their faith and 
their fledfaft adherence to the re- 
ligion of Chrift. To give us the 
moft imprefflive idea of this engine, 
this meflenger of Satan, to blaf- 
pheme God, and vex and diftrefs 
his people ; the apottle addreffes 
to us a full portraiture of him, 


| Chap. 13. in the figure of a mon- 


ftrous ‘ beafl rifing up out of the 
‘ fea, having feven heads and ten 
‘ horns, opening bis mouth in blaf- 
‘ phemy againft God, his tabernacle 
‘and them that dwell in heaven,’ 
or the temple and its worfhippers, 
aud making ‘ war with the faints.’ 
And to give us a view not only 
of the horrid impiety and cruelty 
of the Chriftian religion Gentil- 
ized, but alfo of the captivatin 

influence of it upon thofe whole 
names were not written in the 
Lamb’s book of life, we have it 
pourtrayed, Chap. 17. in the fige 
ure of a fafcinating ‘ harlot,’ gai- 
ly attired, ¢ making all nations drink 
‘ the wine of ber fornication, or 
fuperftition and idolatry, and her- 
felf * drunk with the blood of faints 
‘and the martyrs of Fefus.’— 
Thus we have the Gentiles tread- 
ing the holy city under foot, or 
antichriftianifm difplaying itfelf 


* Though heathenifh cufoms had 
been adopted by the church before the 
fubverfion of the empire by the barba- 
rians, yet did not an idolatrous fpirit 
obtain much greater influence by that 
event ? 
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in the vifible church.—Let us 
now confider, 

II. The witnefles prophefying 
in fackcloth. 

Wuo are thefe two witneffes ? 
is a queftion which hath often 
been propofed, and to which va- 
rious aniwers have been given. 
The two teftaments, fay fome. 
Two of the ancient prophets, fay 
others. Some fay, two eminent 
martyrs ; and others, the two 
great reformers, Luther and Cal- 
vin. But will not an examina- 
tion of the paflage itfelf demon- 
ftrate, not only that no one of 
thefe is the true anfwer, but what 
the true anfwer is? The charac- 
ter of witnefs or witnefles, relates 
to doubt or controverfy, and it is 
the office of witnefles to exhibit 
the truth and reality of fact. 
They exift, confequently, only 
where controverfy fubfifts. Thefe 
are Chrift’s witneffes, and the con- 
teft is about the queltion, What 
is truth? or, Who is king and 
head of the church ? Chrift claims 
the office, and antichrift, as God, 
will fit in the temple of God. It 
is the province of the witnefles to 
teftify in favor of the fupremacy 
of Chrift, and againft antichriftian 
ufurpation. The text according- 
ly reprefents them as appearing at 
the fame time. When the Gen- 
tiles began to tread the holy city 
under foot, or antichrift to arro- 
gate the prerogatives of Jefus 
Chrift to himfelf, the witnefles 
bare teftimony againft it. They 
continue for the fame term, forty 
and two months, or twelve hun- 
dred and fixty days, or years. 
When antichrift fhall ceafe to 
blafpheme, the witneffes will ceafe 
to prophefy. The witnefles can- 
not confequently be underitood 
of any who lived before antichrift 
exifted, nor after he fhall expire. 
Nor of any, unlefs they appeared 
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to bear teftimony againft him at 
the commencement of his blaf. 
phemy, and fhall continue their 
teftimony through the whole term 
of his ufurpation and influence, 
twelve hundred fixty days, or 
years. But this never was, nor 
will it ever be, applicable to any 
two individuals of the human race. 
—This compels us not only to 
admit that the two witnefles are 
not any two individual perfons, 
but fuggefts to us who they are, 
The worfbippers in the temple— 
Thofe who embrace the genuine 
doétrines of the gofpel, and at- 
tend its holy inftitutions.—Unlefs 
we view them in conneétion with 
the context, they are introduced 
in an unufual manner, very abrupt- 
ly, and without any pregnoftics 
by which they might be 7 
But the text fpeaks of them as 
already produced and exhibited ; 
and where is this unlefs in the 
temple, the altar, and thofe who 
worfhip therein? Do not thefe 
remarks fufficiently evince, that 
by the two witneffes we are not 
to underftand any two diftin@ 
perfons, but that church of the liv- 
ing God, againft which the gates of 
hell fhall never prevail, and which 
is the pillar and ground of the truth. 
As by the Gentiles, the beat, 
the man of fin, or by whatever 
name antichrift is defignated, we 
are not to underftand any one 
particular perfon, but a certain 
chara¢ter continued through ma- 
ny fucceflive generations, fo by 
the witneffes we are to underftand 
a defcriptive body or fociety, com- 
pofed of many individuals and 
continuing from age to age thro’ 
the appointed time of their telfti- 
mony. Some of thefe from.their 
diftinguifhed ability, fortitude, 
zeal, and the energy of their tef- 
timony, may now more eminently 
be called the witnefis than thofe 
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who are weak in faith and babes 
in Chrift. They are called two, 
this being tle leaft number which 
the fcriptures admit as fufficient 
to fubftantiate a faét, and which 
they confider as fufficient for eve- 
ry fuch purpofe. By the mouth 
of two or three witnefles fhall eve- 
ry word be eftablithed.—It has 
indeed been remarked, that the 
eminent advocates of the truth, 
have often appeared as Chrift fent 
forth his difciples, by two and 
two; as Fohn Hu/fs and Ferom of 
Progue, Luther and Calvin, &c. 
&c. This notwithftanding, the 


witnefles are not to be confined | 


folely to this number.—It is faid 
they hall * prophe/y’ ; not that it 
fhall be their office to predié fu- 
ture events, but to teach, reprove 
and exhort, as the word is fre- 
quently ufed to fignify in ferip- 
ture. As fackcloth was the 
known fymbol of adverfity and 
trouble, it is faid they ball pro- 
phefy in fackcloth, importing that 
the term of their teftimony fhould 
be one continued fcene of afflic- 
tion and forrow. We have next 
a defcription of their prerogatives. 
‘ Thefe are the two olive trees and 
‘the two candleflicks.” As Ze- 
subbabel and Jofhua preferved the 
worfhip of God after the Baby- 
lonifh captivity, fo thefe fhall pre- 
ferve the caufe of Chrift through 
the time of the great apoftacy. 
And for their prerogatives, they 
have the powers and privileges of 
Mofes and the prophets. ‘ They 
‘ fout up heaven that it rain not, 
‘turn water into blood and {mite 
‘ the earth with plagues, as oft as 
‘ they will. If any man hurt them 
‘ fire proceedeth out of their mouths,’ 
they denounce God’s wrath and 
judgments againft the perfecutors 
of his people. They poflefs the 
charaéters and powers and anfwer 
all the purpofes to the caufe of 
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God, that the moft eminent faints 
and prophets did in their time.— 
Let it only be added concernin 

thefe witnefles, that as we had 
the Gentiles treading the holy 
city* under foot in the 11th chap- 
ter, the dragon who perfecuted 
the woman, Chap. 12. difplayed, 
Chap. 13. in a monftrous beatt, 
which blafphemed God and per- 
fecuted his people, and in Chap. 
17. in the mother of harlots in- 
toxicating all nations with fuper- 
ftition and idolatry ; fo we have 
the witneffes prophefying in fack~ 
cloth, in the woman fleeing into 
the wildernefs, Chap. 12. in Chap. 
14. in the ‘ hundred forty and four 
‘ thoufand which flood with the 
* Lamb on mount Zion, of whom it 
‘is faid, ‘They were not defiled 
© with women,’ not contaminated 
with the abominations of the mo- 
ther of harlots, the corrupt and 
idolatrous churches ; ‘ for they 
‘ are virgins,’ chafte and fervent 
in their affe€tion to Chrift. ‘ Thefe 
‘are they that follow the Lamb 
‘ whitherfoever he goeth.”  Im- 
movably attached to their Lord 


* It is rather difficult to determine 
the precife meaning of the Gentiles 
treading the boly city under foot. Docs 
it import the depreflion and verfecution 
of the witneffes by antichrift ? or, The 
great apoftacy of nominal profeffors 
from the faith once delivered to the 
faints? Does not the expreflion, But 
the court leave out and meafure it not, pof- 
fefs the power of a {trong antitkefis, 
implying, that the temple or church was 
not abandoned to antichriftian fuperfti- 
tion? Is not this much more agreea- 
ble to the do@rine of the fcriptures, 
which uniformly reprefent God as ex- 
tending a conftant and tender care to- 
wards his peculiar people? By the 
holy city are we net con{cquently to un- 
derftand the fame as the court, the vifi- 
ble church, confifting only of nominal 
profeffors who were abandoned to idol- 
atrous fuperftition ? 
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and guide, they follow him by 


’ 
} 
faith, in holy conftancy, fortitude, 
4 zeal and patience, through cruel 
mockings and perfecutions, bonds 
and imprifonments, over moun- 


i, tains and thro’ defarts, into dens 
* and caves of the earth.—We may 
i} next confider, 

ei I}I. The duration of thisfcene, 
i the Gentiles treading the holy 


city under foot, and the wituefles 
prophefying in fackcloth.—This 
is fo clearly afcertained in the 
fcriptures that it admits of no il- 
luftration, unlefs it is in the mode 
of computation ; as, if it be com- 
uted by years, it is three years 
and a half ; if by months, it is 
forty and two ; and if by days, it 
is tavelve hundred and forty, each 
_ of which, reckoned prophetically, 
a day for a year, will give the 
term of twelve hundred and fixty 
vears. For fo long a time fhould 
the Gentiles tread the holy city 
under foot, the dragon perfecute 
the feed of the woman, the bealt 
wear out the faints of the Mott 
High, and the mother of harlots, 
: the apoftate and idolatrouschurch, 
intoxicate all nations with the wine 
of her fornication, her fpiritual 
| adultery, her fuperftition and idol- 
atry. Thro’ this extended peri- 
‘| od fhould the witnefles prophefy 
1 in fackcloth, the woman, the 
’ 





church, be in the wildernefs, in 
retirement, in poverty and diftrefs, 
and the chaite and faithful fpoufe 
Te of Chrift follow her Lord and 
trae gue in great tribulation, fup- 
ss porting the doétrines of his word 
" and the purity of his inftitutions, 


—But when did this term com- 
agar; mence? a queftion which hath 
i occupied the inquifitive, and ex- 
4 ercifed the pens of the learned 


prefumed, will not be fully refolv- 
ed, until, with cther myilerious 


| and ingenious ; but which, it is 
i 
events of divine providerce, it 
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fhall be explained and anfwered in 
heaven. Let the following gene- 
ral obfervations upon it only be 
added. This myftery of iniquity 
began to work in the days of the 
apoftles, in the pride and ambi- 
tion of Chriftian paftors and pro- 
feflors, but was retarded in its 
progrefs by the edits and perfe- 
cutions of the Roman power ; 
but when the empire became 
Chriftian and thofe reftraints re- 
moved, they enjoyed the protec- 
tion and favor of the ftate, imbib- 
ing more copioufly the fpirit of 
the world, they availed themfelves 
of the opportunity to increafe 
their claims and fecure their pre- 





rogatives.—— When the empire was 
| conquered and, as it were, new 
| peopled by the northern nations, 
who embraced the Chriftian reli- 
gion, to accommodate it to the 
tafte of the new profelytes they 
multiplied heathenifh cuftoms and 
fuperititions, an idolatrous fpirit 
was more deeply rivetted and its 
influence more extended.—The 
myftery of iniquity was not yet 
matured. Antichrift was yet in 
embryo. As the decline from 
the faith and the corruption of 
the church were gradual, it is im- 
poffible to fix the precife point 
of time when the man of fin 
arofe. If the obfervation of Dr. 
Mofbeim be juit, that in the fixth 
century, probably toward the clofe 
of it, the oppofers of epifcopal 
ufurpation and corruption retired 
from Jtaly to the vallies of Pied- 
mont ; if thefe were the place pre- 
pared for the woman, and this her 
flight into it, we mutt fix the date 
about the year 600. If we are to 


judge of it by analogy, comparing 
it with that difpenfation of Provi- 
dence to which it is often referred, 
the captivity of the Jews by the 
Babylonians, it commenced and 
will terminate at different periods. 
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—The proclamation of the bifh- 
op of Rome to be univerfal bith- 
op, about the year fix hundred, 
was a notable epoch in the church. 
If we fuppofe that antichrift as 
God, then fat in the temple of 
God, and compute the twelve 
hundred fixty years from that pe- 
riod, they will expire about the 
year eighteen hundred fixty. So 
the inveftiture of the pope with 


Italy, or St. Peter’s patrimony, . 


as it was called, about the year 
feven hundred and fifty, was ano- 
ther very diftinguifhable event in 
the hiftory of the church: and if 
we reckon the term from this date, 
it will expire about the year two 
thoufand. But which of thefe, 
or whether either of them be the 
event efpecially in the view of the 
prophecy, it is prefumed, cannot 
be determined. by mortal men. 
As the fubjeét is involved in great 
obfcurity, it fufficiently intimates, 
that it would not be ufeful but 
injurious to the church, that a 
more particular revelation fhould 
be given of it. So much as di- 
vine wifdom forefaw would be 
for the benefit of the church, and 
aufwer the great purpofes of a di- 
vine revelation, is exhibited, and 
more we ought not to defire.— 
Let us now confider another im- 
portant part of the prophecy, 

IV. The flaughter and refur- 
rection of the witneffes. 

Anv when they fall have finifo- 
ed their teftimony, the beaft that af- 
cendeth out of the bottomle/s pit fball 
make war upon them and overcome 
them and kill them, &c. &c. ver. 7. 
13.—Critics obferve that the ex- 
preflion, When they fhall have fin- 
ifbed their teftimony, is not fimply a 
defe€tive, but an erroneous tranf- 
lation. That inftead of rendering 
it in paft, it ought to have been 
rendered in future time, ‘ While 
* they fhall perform, or when they 
Vou. III. No. 11. 
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‘ fhall be about to finith their tef. 
‘timony.’ This makes the fub. 
jet more natural ; it being more 
unnatural, that the beait fhould 
make war upon them and kill 
them after they had finifbed their 
teflimony and ceafed io torment 
him, than that being exafperated 
by their teftimony, he fhould 
make war upon them to fupprefs 
it, and relieve himfelf of the tor- 
ment.—If we read the paflage, 
When they fhall be about to finifh 
their teflimony, the fenfe will be, 
In the latter part of the time that 
the witneffes fhall teftify againft 
the ufurpation, blafphemy and ty- 
ranny of the beaft, he fhall make 
war upon them, and overcome 
them and killthem, &c. Do not 
the expreffions which contain this 
important and yet obfcure proph- 
ecy intimate, that the {fcene drawn 
in it, would open and terminate 
before the teftimony of the wit- 
neffes fhould be completed? That 
it would alfo be a period in their 
prophecy peculiarly afflictive and 
diftvefling ? Before they prophe- 
fied in fackcloth, but now war is 
made upon them, they are over- 
come, flain, and their dead bodies 
expofed to public reproach and 


| fhame. May we not confider 


this prophecy as efpecially relating 
to the pofterity of thofe remon- 
ftrants againft antichriftian ufur- 
pation, who retired from Rome 
and Italy in the fixth century, and 
fettled themfelves in the valleys of 
Piedmont ; and from whom pro- 
ceeded thofe who were called 
Waldenfes, Albigenfes, and Leoe 
nifls, and who in the eleventh, 
twelfth, and thirteenth centuries 
had become fo numerous and 
pointed in their proteftations 
againft antichriftian corruption, 
that they alarmed, and excited 
the wrath and vengeance of the 
papal fee ; which therefore per- 
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fecuted them with menaces and 
excommunications, deprived them 
of civil immunities and privileges, 
interdi¢ted all focial intercourfe 
with them, and finally waged war 
upon them, raifing and fending 
huge armies againft them, which 
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portion between the term of their 
fuppreffion, and the time that they 
fhould be fupported in teftifying 
againft the blafphemy and tyran. 
ny of antichrift; but as three days 
and a half to three-years and fix 


' months, or as three years and a 


practifed the moft horrid cruelties | half to twelve hundred fixty years, 
upon them, until being overcome | As three days and a half is the 
and their country defolated, they | longeft time that a dead body can 
fled to various parts of Europe, | ordinarily be fuppofed to continue 


efpecially to Bohemia, where ma- 
ny embraced their doctrine, which 
produced new perfecutions, wars 


and defolations, until, in the iffue, | 


by the united force of the empe- 
ror and the pope, they were every 
where vifibly fupprefled. Thus 
the witneffes were overcome and 


killed. This fcene opened in the 


' 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 


without putrefaction, it may alfo 
be ufed to fignify, that tho’ the 
church fhould be reduced to a 
{tate the neareft to irrecoverable 
extinction, yet, through the vig- 
ilance and effectual interpofition 
of her Lord and head, fhe fhould 
not fee corruption.—-Ver. 10. 


‘And they that dwell upon the 


thirteenth, continued thro’ the | « earth,’ the worfhippers of the 
fourteenth, and ended with the | beaft and his image, ‘ fhall rejoice, 


fifteenth century.—Ver. 8. ‘ And 
‘ their dead bodies foall lie in the 


} 


| 


or exult, ‘ over’ the witneffles in 


their afflicted ftate, * and /hall 


‘ firects of the great city’ of Rome, | * make merry and be glad,’ that 


or the Roman empire, ‘ which is 
{piritually called Sodom,’ for its 
voluptuoufnefs and corruption of 
manners, ‘and Egypt’ for its cru- 
elty and oppreffion, ‘ where alfo 
‘our Lord was crucified’ in the 
perfecution of his children and 
people, ashe will in the great city 
in the perfecation of his difciples 
and followers. —Ver. g. ¢ And they 
‘of the people and kindred and 
© tongues and nations, the various 
citizens of Rome and the fubjeéts 
of the empire ¢ /hall fee their dead 
* bodies three days,’ prophetically 
years, ‘ and an half, and fball not 
‘ fuffer their dead bodies to be put in 
* graves,’ denying them the com- 
mon privilege of fepulture, and 
expofing them to public reproach 
and fhame; treating the witnefles 
and their caufe, in their depreffed 
and abject ftate, with the utmoft 
indignity and contempt. Perhaps 
three days and a half may be 
fpecified to fhew the great difpro- 





the witnefles were dead, and they 
fhould no more be ‘tormented by 
them.’—Ver. 11. * And after three 
‘ days and a half, at the moment 
that the worfhippers of the beaft 
fuppofed the dead bodies of the 
witnefles would begin to putrify 
and turn to duft, ¢ the /pirit of life 
‘ from God entered into them,’ they 
revived, and not only came to life, 
but ‘ flood upon their feet,’ poffefled 
of fuch ftrength, that they affum- 
ed an erect pofture, indicating 
that they fhould now vindicate 
their caufe, teftify againft and tor- 
ment the beaft and his worfhip- 
pers, to their furprife and confu- 
fion.—Ver. 12. * And they,’ the 
witnefles, ¢ heard a great voice from 
‘ heaven faying unto them, Come up 
‘ hither, fenfibly experiencing di- 


' vine interpofition, and were fecur- 


ed from their enemies by divine 
and civil prote¢tion and favor, and 
this in the view of their perfecut- 
ors and to their great furprife and 


—- em -ee a tint ft ~ CO - 


Cette a enicatnineceta ls 








Ses eal ee 


ee ee ee 





1803. | 


regret.—Ver. 13. © And the fame 
‘ hour’ at the fame time that the 
witneffes experienced this fpecial 
protection, which fecured them 
from the malice of their enemies, 
‘ there was a great earthquake,’ a 
mighty convullion, ‘ and the tenth 
‘ part of the city fell,’ in which 
there was a ferious revolt from the 
church, ¢ and in the earthquake,’ or 
convulfion, there were feven con- 
fliéts and bloody battles, in which 
there ¢ were flain of men feven thou- 
‘ fand, and the remnant? thofe who 
furvived ¢ were affrighted,’ filled 
with confternation and terror, ‘and 
gave glory to God’ by fubmitting 
to his providence and ceafing from 
their cruelty and perfecution.— 
Suppofing this prophecy of the 
refurreétion of the witneffes to re- 
late to the reformation, by Luther, 
Calvin and other reformers, in fup- 
port of the hypothefis, the follow- 
ing very general obfervations are 
briefly fubmitted to confideration. 
1. The events of that period 
correfpond with the feveral parts 
of the prophecy. Previous to 
the reformation, the witneffes, the 
oppofers of antichriftian ufurpa- 
tion, were the moft reduced that 
they were at any period in the hif- 
tory of the church. They were 
vifibly fupprefled. This was an 
eccafion of great public joy and 
congratulation to the pope and 
his dewtees. This however was 
of very fhort continuance. Soon 
the witnefles, in Luther and oth- 
er reformers, appeared to teltify 
againft the corruptions of the 
church, and the impiety and ty- 
ranny of the pope, with great 
fortitude and zeal. They were 
preferved by the fignal interpofition 
of providence and the patronage of 
civil power and princes.* There 





* One very fingular event refpeting 
Luther, related hy Dr. Robertfon in 
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was a great concuffion, or fhaking 
in the empire and the church, 
great animofitics, fevere contetfts 
and bloody battles in which many 
were flain. Thefe iffued in theef- 
tablifhment of proteftanifm, when 
the witneffes ‘ ocd upon their feet.’ 
By this a tenth part of the city 
fell, the church fuffered a great 
diminution of her extent, and the 
authority, terror and revenues of 
the pope were greatly reduced. 

2. This correfponds with the 
time fpecified in the prophecy. 
Perhaps a fuperficial perufal of the 
prophecy may have produced a 
belief, that this fcene completed 
the prophecy of the witnefles and 
the reign of antichrift ; but will 
not a more critical examination 
give us a different view of it. 
Should we not reflect, that the 
witneffes rife in the fame character 
in which they were flain, as wit- 
neffes ? Does not this imply, that 


his hiftory of Charles fifth, emperor of 
Germany, fo forcibly cecurs to mind on 
this occafion, that | cannot fupprefs a 
brief narrative of it. ‘The pope exal- 
perated by the declamations of Luther 
againft him, refolved to terminate them 
by a violent effort. He accordingly 
fent an armed force to apprehend and 
put him to death. The eleéfor of Sax- 
ony, being informed of this, privately 
difpatched a party to feize and conduct 
him toa ftrong caftle. By this feafon- 
able artifice, he was refcued from the 
evilto which he was devoted ; and for 
three ycars, if 1 miftake not, efiectual- 
ly fecured and fecreted. His difap- 
pearing in this fudden manner filled his 
friends and enemies with great confter- 
nation. He availed himfelf of this fe- 
cure retreat to profecute the work of 
reformation which he had commenced, 
by publifhing many pieces to vindicate 
the truth, and expofe the tyranny and 
vices of the clergy, to the no {mall joy 
and confirmation of his friends, and the 
regret and confufion of his perfecutors, 
tho’ neither of them knew where he 
was.—How really was this like afcend. 
ing to heaven in q cloud £ 
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the term of their teftimony had 
not yet expired, that the days of 
their mourning were not yet end- 
ed, nor the beaft deftroyed ? In 
the earthquake only a tenth part 
of the city fell ; it confequently 
yet ftood in great ftrength. The 
feene alfo exifted in the preferibed 
period. It fhould exift while the 
witneffes performed, or were about 
to finifh, and yet within the time 
of their prophecy : and the ref- 
ormation, fo adverfe to the inter- 
eft of the beaft, and favorable to 
the caufe cf the witnefles was re- 
mote from every period from 
which the reign of antichrift hath 
been computed. If we reckon 
from feven hundred fifty-fix, 
when the bifhop of Rome became 
a temporal prince, the lateft date, 
it gives usa term of much more 
than half the wholetime. If we 
compute from fix hundred, when 
he was proclaimed univerfal bith- 
op, it removes the diftance much 
further ; and if the real date be 
earlier, which may not be improb- 
able, confidering that God’s tho’ts 
are high above the tho’ts of men, 
as the heavens are high above the 
earth, it will extend the diftance 
fo much further, and bring it fo 
much nearer the period, when the 
witnefles fhall not prophecy in 
fackcloth any more. 

3. This application is fupport- 
ed by fubfequent faéts. It was 
obferved in the preceding remark, 
that the terms imported a continu- 
ation of the conteft. The fcene 
itfelf fuggefts the power and fuc- 
cefsof the beaft, the fuppreffion 
of the witnefles, and the abjeé 
fiate of their caufe ; with their 
revival and eftablifhment to the af- 
toniihment of their foes. This 
implies that the controverfy was 
not yet decided : That antichrift 
perfifted in exercifing his ufurped 
and impious power, and the wit- 





nefles continued to remonftrate 
and teftify againft it. And hath 
not the ftate of Chriftendom, from 
that period to the prefent time, 
been a continued demonttration of 
it ? What perfecutions hath anti- 
chrift fince raifed to deftroy the 
witnefles ?, What artful ftratagems 
hath he devifed, what mighty ef- 
forts hath he made, to fubvert the 
proteftant caufe and recover his 
diminifhed authority and influ. 
ence? And to what vigilance, for- 
titude, zeal and activity, have 
the followers of the Lamb been 
called to prevent it ? 

May it not alfo be obferved 
with propriety, that the period of 
the reformation, appears to have 
been the grand crifis of the con- 
troverfy between the beaft and the 
witnefles, or the myftery of ini- 
quity and the perfecuted and 
weeping caufe of Chriit. Ante- 
cedent to that event the dragon 
had perfecuted the feed of the 
woman with unremitting cruelty 
and rage. The flood-gates of in- 
fernal malice and refentment had 
been opened upon them. The 
beat wore out the faints of the 
Mott High with pains and tor- 
tures; and they being forfaken 
and defolate fat on the ground. 
Zion faid, in the fpirit of defpond- 
ence, The Lord hath forfakea 
me, and my Lord hath forgotten 
me. But her cries and groans 
entered his moft gracious ear. He 
then awoke as a-man out of fleep, 
and began to make bare his holy 
arm for her falvation. He then 
began to turn her captivity to her 
relief and joy, and the chagrin 
and confufion of her foes. —Anal- 
ogous to all his difpenfations, in 
fimilar cafes, he hath continued to 
protect and will fupport her. As 
he then eminently began to avenge 
his church of her adverfary, by 
what fignal interpofitions of his 
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providence, hath he been difcon- 
certed and confounded, and the 
refcued, defended and preferved ? 
And now fhe is comparatively ex- 
alted, and he is humble and bro’t 
low. Do not the figns of the 
times, conftrain us to believe, 
that the way is rapidly preparing 
for her final and complete deliver- 
ance from him, and the period 
faft approaching, when he fhall 
be fo totally deftroyed, that place 
fhall be found for him no mere at 
all; when the witneffes fhall ex- 
change their afhes for-beauty, and 
their fackcloth for the garments 
of joy and praife ? Whether the 
preceding be a true expofition 
and application of the prophecy, 
and if it be, whether it be fuffi- 


ciently manifeft from this illuftra- | 
tion of it, fhall now be fubmitted | 


to the confideration of the can- 
did and judicious. 


affeGting fcene, concludes the 
contents of the little book. 
(To be continued. ) 
PEREGRINUS. 


Foe tHe Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


Meditations on Pfalm \xxvii. 3. I 
remembered God and was trou- 
bled. Defigned to illuftrate the 
gueftion, ** How is it, that the 
things of religion foould meet with 
fuch diverfe moral feelings, at 


different times, among mankind.” 
NUMBER I. 
On the moral feelings of believers. 


' ONG experience teaches, 
that pious men do not, 
uniformly, have the fame fenfe of 


religion. At one time, this im- 
portant fubje& appears to engage 
the whole man. At another, it 
has little vifible impreffion on their 
minds. ‘They fink into ftrange 


It fhall only | 
be added, that this important, and | 


Pfaln \xxvii. 3. 429 

ftupidity, negligenee and unfaith- 
fulnefs. Then they refle€t and 
tremble, and wonder what they 
have been doing. The world 
gaze on the change, and afk, 
| What is the matter now? What 
| has befallen thefe xealous people ? 
Such a fcene prefents a myttery 
which men cannot eafily folve. 
But the fcriptures will explain the 
difficulty, and remove it on ra- 
tional principles: “ I remem- 
bered God and was troubied.’’ 
“‘ True, might the Pfalmift fay, 
great inconfiftence appears in my 
moral condu&.: The reafon is, 
I do not fet God conftantly be- 
foreme. When He is before me, 
{ feel a folemnity which fenfibly 
flows thro’ all my thoughts, words 
and actions. I make his holy 
law my delight. It is my medi- 
tation all the day. But when 
God is out of fight, then, alas ! 
I become infenfible of religion, 
| join with the world, and fail into 
trouble.”’” Such was the cafe of 
the Pfalmift. And as human na- 
ture is the fame, and Chriftian ex- 
perience fimilar, in all ages, this 
cafe wili account for the different 
frames in which we find ourfelves. 
The chara&ter of God, when 
clearly in view, will put a relig- 
ious folemnity on all objecis; but 
when it is not, the things even of 
religion appear indifferent. To 
fee the force of this ftatement, it 
will be neceflary to obferve, That 
God’s moral character confiits in 
perfe& holinefs: He loves right- 
eoufne/s and hates iniquity. He has 
given a law which perfectly har- 
monifes with his holy nature, and 
which admits of no moral exercife 
but holinefs. This is evident 
from the uniform language and 
whole tenor of the icriptures, 
To correfpond with fuch a rule 
of moral exercifes, God has form- 
ed us with the capacity for moral 
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aétion. We can perceive objects 
as they are fet before us, and have 
a choice with refpe& to them— 
and we have a judgment of right 
and wrong, as applied to meral 
condu@t, termed the confcience, 
which, when properly informed, 


will always dictate in favor of | 


holinefs. Hence, let God’s true 
chara@er be bro’t into view, and 
his holy law plainly fet before us, 
confcience will readily appear on 
their fide. 
conformity to this holy rule, and 
we fhall feel as conducting with 
confiftence. But let us deviate 


from the law, and confcience, on | 
refleGtion, willas readily condemn | 


us, yea feverely cenfure every fuch 
deviation. 


Such is the general capacity of | 


mankind. They are capable of 
convictions when the truths of 
God are fairly exhibited before 
them. In addition to the above, 
believers are orn of God, being 
renewed by his fpirit in the f{pirit 
of their minds, which gives them 
a {piritual difcernment and relifh 
for divine things. This qualities 
them for feelings and convictions 
to whichnatural men are ftrangers. 
The difpofition of the heart in 
believers being in a good meafure 
attempered to holinefs, they can 
feel the holy nature and force of 
religion. When therefore, the 
things of God are brought into 
view, they mutt feel according to 
the moral ftate in which the ob- 
jects of religion findthem. To 
inftance 

On the one hand: Should the 
believer be confidered in an ordi- 
nary ftate of obedience, and no 
impending judgment nigh, yet 
the character of God mutt appear 
every way folemnizing. The di- 
vine fuperiority i§ calculated to 
infpire him with humility and felf 
abafement. ‘I have heard of 


Let us conduct in| 


[May, 


thee by the hearing of the ear; 

but now mine eye feeth thee. 

Wherefore I abhor myfelf, and 

repent in duft and afhes.” Job 
| xhi. 5,6. Perhaps no confider- 
| ation is better adapted to convince 
us of our nothingnefs before God, 
| than this of his independent great- 
| nefs and fuperiority. Such was 
| 


the effect it had on Job under his 
trials ; it filenced all his com. 
plaints, and fuch mutt be the ef- 
teét on every honeft heart. 

The confummate perfection of 
| God’s moral chara¢ter as holy, 
, will thow the believer his deficien- 
cies and unworthinefs. Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord of hofts. 
Then faid I, Wo is me! for IJ 
am undone ; becaufe I am a man 
of unclean lips ; for mine eyes 
| have feen the King, the Lord of 
| hofts.”” Tfaiah vi. 15. The 
| law of God, as above ftated, may 

be confidered as forming a per- 
| fect glafs to afcertain moral exer- 
' cifes. It requires a perfeét per- 
| fevering obedience on the penalty 
of endlefs punifhment. True, re- 
pentance and faith are admitted as 
conditions of life through Jefus 
Chrift the mediator. However, 
it is on this ground that thefe ex- 
ercifes be the offspring of holinefs. 
They mutt have their feat in the 
heart renewed and fan&tified by 
the fpirit of God. The law, 
therefore, will point out all the 
defects, unfaithfulnefs and fpots 
of belicvers. Who then, alas! 
can look into it and not tremble ? 

The fame view will wake up 
the fpirit of devotion. And 
Mofes made hafte, and bowed his 
head toward the earth and wor- 
fhipped.”” Exod. xxxiv. 8. 





On the other hand: Should 
impending judgment hang ovet 
us, the feelings of believers will 
be thoroughly alarmed. At firft 
view this may feem a paradox. 
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ed in the enjoyment of fome fu- 
ture good, which he had been 
anxioufly expecting. This was 


Why fhould the remembrance of , 
God difturb the breafts of his dear 
children? Do they not rejoice to | 


have him before them? They do. | 


feelingly verified in the cafe of 


Still they are not exempt from 
very great anxieties and dread. 
They cordially believe the religion 
of the fcriptures. They know 
that God is as holy as thefe facred 
writings reprefent, and will care- 
fully fulfil all his promifes and 
threatenings. This makes every 
honeft heart tremble. ‘ My fleth 
trembleth for fear of thee, and I 
am afraid of thy judgment.” 
Pfalm cxix. 120. Who, alas ! 
can ftand before Jehovah! The 
heavens are not clean in his fight. 

When God lifts up his hand, 
it is natural for believers to be 
jealous of themfelves, left they 
have imbibed the hypocrite’s hope, 
being fenfible of the exceeding 
deceitfulnefs of the human heart. 
They themfelves are not exempt 
from its treachery. They are 
likewife fenfible, that darknefs 
and afflictions do not {pring out of 
theduft. There isa holy fuperin- 
tending providence over all events, 
efpecially their moral condu¢t. 
Thefe judgments, then, mutt have 
acaufe. The caufe may be fome 
great fin in believers themfelves, 
which muift be removed, before 
they can have ground to hope 
the hand of God will be with- 
drawn. All which will roufe 
them to tremble and inquire, 
“ Lord, is it I??? They will 
tremble, at leaft, if they have been 
unfaithful. 

The believer may, alfo, have 
aéted fuch a part as to give fears 
that he muft be feparated from 
God ia the coming flate. “ Catt 
me not away from thy prefence.” 
Pfalm li. 11. This thought is 
truly infupportable. 

He is alfo jealous left he may 
have aéted fo as to be difappoint- 


Mofes at the waters of ftrife. He 
ardently withed to lead Ifrael into 
Canaan: But God denied his re- 
queft. “ I befought the Lord 
at that time, faying, O Lord, 
thou haft begun to fhow thy fer- 
vant thy greatnefs—lI pray thee, 
let me go over and fee the good 
land that is beyond Jordan—But 
the Lord was wroth with me for 
your fakes,and would not hearme.” 
This eminent fervant of God did 
not honor his facred name at the 
waters of ftrife, and it was follow- 
ed with fuch fatal confequences. 
One misftep is of a ferious nature. 

The Chriftian again trembles, 
left he have ufed the favors of 
heaven fo ungratefully as to be 
deprived of the future ufe of them. 
Such was the inftru@ive cafe of 
David refpecting his children. 
He committed adultery and mur- 
| der. And tho’ God forgave his 
, fin, yet, to vindicate the rights of 
| fociety and juflice, he fent fuch 
evils into the family of David, 
that ever after he had but little 
fatisfaction in his houfe. God 
can eafily embitter any enjoyment 
of ours, whenever we abufe the 
favor. 

The believer trembles, likewife, 
in a view of Zion, left God with- 
draw his fpirit and leave her to 
languifh ; while finners are har- 
dened to deftru€tion. According 
to the word of God we cannot 
live without the Holy Spirit. 
His departure, then, to a believer 
is worfe than death. ‘* Take not 
thy Holy Spirit from me.” Pfal. 
li. 11. ‘ And the piece where- 
upon it rained not, withered.” 
Amos iv. 7. The believer is 
ready to apprehend the fcene rif- 
ing before him. That as mere 
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cies have been abufed, fo, per- 
haps, Zion is about to experience 
a feafon of dreadful darknefs, 
barretinefs and perfecution. Her 
ways tuft mourn, becaufe they 
come not up to her folemn feafts!” 
A more painful confideration to a 
benevolent heart can hardly be 
realized. It muft give feelings 
which no one can imagine, unlefs 
he have the fpirit of Jefus Chrift. 
“ Perhaps, too, unbelievers have 
finned away their day of grace, 
and muft be veffels of wrath fit- 
ted to deftruGtion.”” Who can 
think of this and feel unconcern- 
ed? The benevolent Jefus could 
weep over fuch expofed objeGs ; 
and muft not all cthers who bear 
his image? How can any pre- 
tend to be of his family, and yet 
not aGtuated by his {pirit? « If 
any man have not the fpirit of 
Chrift, he is none of his.”’ 

The believer has one more con- 
fideration for trembling, of as fe- 
rious a nature as any mentioned. 
It is this: The blood of others 
may be found in his fkirts.. Thro’ 
unfaithfulnefs we may be inftru- 
mental of the damnation of others. 
The friends of Chrifl, when care- 
lefs aud lukewarm, may be guilty 
of fuch wickednefs. Unfaithful 
minifters, parents, friends and 
neighbors, may contra¢t fuch crim- 
inality. Hence, when God frowns, 
the believer may well fay, “ It is 
poffible that thro’ my mifconduét 
and unholy walk, fome precious 
immortals muft lie down in ever- 
Jafting burnings !—f mutt give 
accowit to God, and, alas! their 
blood may be required at my 
hand !~—Who, Oh, who! can 
ftand before God with fuch a/oad 
as this! Deliver me from blood- 
guiltinefs, O God, thou God of 
my falvation.”” No wonder Da- 
vid trembled ! No wonder believ- 
ezs tremble, when they rememler 
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God. They wake up from a 
fcene of flumbering and unfaith- 
fulnefs, and find the Lerd their 
God before them, having his rod, 
and will not let the difobedience 
of his people go unpunifhed— 
neither the hypocrite to efcape 
his vengeance. Thus the remem. 
brance of God mutt be alarming to 
awakened and backfliding Chrif. 
tians at all times, but more efpe- 
cially when his judgments are a- 
broad, and when his fpirit revives 
his work. In the lat cafe it is 
no uncommon event for perfons 
who have profeffed to be Chrif- 
tians for years, to lofe their hopes, 
and tremble a while in expedta- 
tion of lying down in forrow. 
The obvious reafon is, They had 
forgotten God—and nowhe ftands 
before them to bring their condué 
to a thorough remembrance. 

The fame reafon may be given, 
why Chriftians make no greater 
progrefs in godlinefs. However 
lamentable, yet it is a ferious fact, 
that the friends of God fometimes 
appear to make little mr no ad- 
vances in the divine life. They 
flumber with the foolifh virgins, 
and exhibit fuch charaéters as to 
bring a wound on the caufe of the 
Redeemer. They wander, and 
by and by fall into trouble. Why 
is it fo? They do not remember 
the Lord their God as always be- 
fore them. 

The fame caufe, next to fallen 
nature, may be affigned for the 
backfliding of profefling believers 
—the little improvement of tal- 
ents and privileges for God in the 
Chriftian world—and for the aw- 
ful troubles which arife in confe- 
quence. When God is out of 
fight, we are laid open to all the 
deluding {nares of fin, Satan and 
the world. Thefe never fail to 


improve the opportunity as pre- 
fented, to lead us out of the path 
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of holinefs. In fuch an expofed 
fituation the proficiency of Chrif- 
tians cannot be great. They need 
the whole armour of God. 

Befides : This forgetfulnefs of 
God muft cut off the believer 
from all pleas to excufe his un- 
profitablenefs in religion, and faf- 
ten the blame wholly on himfelf. 
Why is he not more holy and 
weaned from the world ?—more 
faithful to God and men ?—and 
more like one who is a humble 
candidate for the holy and de- 
lightful employments of heaven ? 
The mifchief is, his eye is turned 
off from God, the centre of at- 
traction, and is deeply captivated 
with diverfe vanities. | Hence, 
when the remembrance of God re- 
turns, he has nothing to fay: He 
finks into trouble. 

An important queftion may a- 
rife here, which it will not be 
amifs to anfwer. ‘ Why is not 
the believer, in his remembrance of 
God, utterly overcome with def- 
pair? He has no excufe for his 
iin, and he is exceedingly crimi- 
nal.”? The anfwer is, ** He would 
be overwhelmed, were it not for 
the confideration, There is an ad- 
vocate with the Father, even Fefus 
Chrift the righteous.”’ This 1s his 
refort, his fheet anchor to fupport 
his {pirits under prefent troubles. 
The fame will be his fupport and 
defence in the day of judgment. 
Otherwife, he would fink into the 
glooms of endlefs defpair. Such 
an anchor is fufficient ; it is fure 
and ftedfaft, and entereth into 
that within the vail, where no 
evil can intrude. If fo, how un- 
grateful mult be all forgetfulnefs 
of Chrift in believers, and all dif- 
refpe&t fhewn to his perfon and 
intereft! How ought Chrittians 
to live, Chrift living in them ! 

Finally ; the fame caufe will 
account for the vifible ftate of the 

Vou. III. No. 11. 











Explication of Proverbs xxi. 18. 433 


church in the paft, prefent and 
future ages of her trial. When 
God is remembered, the on the 
whole eminently profpers. But 
this cannot be faid of her when 
fhe forgets her Lord and Re- 
deemer.—In times of revival fhe 
is greatly agitated, humbled, a- 
mended and enlarged. Previous 
to a ftate of profperity, fhe has 
trouble like the billows of the 
ocean. How great thefe will be, 
preceding the millenium, the pro« 
phet reprefents in this defcriptive 
fcene; Zech. xii. 10. “ And 
they fhall look upon him whom 
they have pierced, and they thall 
mourn for him as one mourneth 
for an only fon; and fhall be in 
bitternefs for him, as one is in 
bitternefs for a firft-born. And 
in that day there fhall be a great 
mourning in Jerufalem, as the 
mourning of Hadadrimmon in the 
valley of Megiddon. And the 
land fhall mourn every family 
apart—All the families that re- 
main, every family apart, and 
their wives apart.”” What now 
would be the fhock, were the re- 
membrance of God thoroughly im- 
preffed on the minds of Chriftians 
every where? I believe, it would 
opena fcene before the world as 
furprifing as ever has been fince 
the church was firft planted on 
the earth. Would we efcape the 
ftorm, we muft fet God always 
before us, and live as becomes the 
gofpel. Then the remembrance of 
God, inftead of giving pain, will 
begin a heaven of holy enjoyment, 
which will increafe, and ripen up 
into the full enjoyment of God in 
his blifsful prefence forevermore. 


(To be continued. ) 





For THE Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 
Explication of Proverbs xxi. 18—— 

“ The wicked fhall be a ranfom 
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for the righteous ; and the tranf: | 


greffor for ihe upright.” 


paffages in the holy 
pita res have oftener been 


propofe -d for explication than this. 
It contains two claufes, which are 
evidently of the fame import ; the 
idea being cxprefled in different 
language to give it the more em- 
phafis and weight. In fome parts 
of the infpired writings, c{pecially 
in the book of Pfalme repetitions 
of this kind are not uncommon.— 


place to afcertain the 
the word ranjom. ‘This w a as 
ufed by the infpired writers, gen- 
erally means a price paid for re- 
demption. 
to give his life a ranfom for many 
—and to give his life a ranfom 


for all. 


The idea communicat- 
cd is this—Chrift gave his own 
life, as a price paid for the redemp- 
tion of finners. No perfon can 





think fo. 


[May, 
tion. The precious life of Chrift 


was given a ranfom ; and he did 
it voluntarily—he was moved to 
do it from love, from his infinite 
compaflion. ‘The wicked are im. 
proved as a ranfom for the right. 
net they pay prices for their 
redemption, when they do not 
mean fo, neither do their hearts 
They are in God's 
hands—they are his property, and 


' he often improves them to pro- 


| mote the temporal and eternal 
| happinefs of his dear people. In 
It will be neceffary in the firlt | 


meaning of 


Thus Chriit is faid | 


his providence, he has made it ap- 
pear, that their property, their 
talents, and their lives, are at his 
difp< fal, and that he has a right 
to make ufe of them for the pre- 
fervation, the fafety, and the en- 
largement, of his holy and fpirit- 
ual kingdom onearth. Numerous 
as the wicked have been in the 


| palt ages of the world, and nume- 


be faid to be given as a ranfom for | 


another, unlefs he be improved as 
a mean-of working deliverance, 
jafety, or redemption for another. 

‘Ye way 1s now prepared to 
flate the great difficulty contained 


rous as they are now, and as they 
probably will be in ages to come, 
God will not eventually lofe honor 


and glory by them. He will 


_ make it appear that he was wife in 


in the paffage under confideration | 


-——How can the wicked be a ran- 
fom, a fubftitute, or a mean of 
bringing about the redemption of 
the righteous ?—How can the 
tranfyreffor be impreved to ad- 
vance the good, yea the eternal 
falvation of the upright ? If we 


can give rational and — 


anfwers to thefe queltions, we 
can folve all the difficulties which 
can be propofed from the paflage 
before us. 


The wicked do not atone forthe 


fins of the righteous, as Chrift has | 


donc, b Why fufferings and death 
9 DY 


—neither do they ever intention | 
ally pay any price, not even the | the lives of this 


their creation, and in permitting 
their apoflacy and perfeverance in 
rebellion. Tle will make the 
wrath of man praife him. That 
the wicked are given a ranfom for 
the righteous, or improved as a 
mean of promoting their fafety, 
and bringing about their redemp- 


| tion, will be proved by adverting 


to inflances recorded in facred 
hiflory. Thefe infances are nu- 
merous ; the following only will 
be mentioned. 

1. ‘lhe Egyptians were given 
a ranfom for God’s people, the 
defcendants of Abraham. It is 
truly wonderful to meditate on the 
wifdom, power and fovereignty of 
God in this inflance. He made 
ufe of the labor, the property and 
heathen people 


oa 


leaft, to bring about their redemps ! for the goal of his chofen people, 
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the Fews. He gave the Egyp- | 
tians plenty, that the church 
might be fupported through their | 
means, and by their hands; and | 
that in this way the former might 
bcome aranfom for the latter. 
Doubtlefs God had power to 
preferve and fupport Ifrael in the 
land of Canaan; but to make 
difplays of his holy fovereignty, 
he chofe that they thould be fed 
and nourifhed in Egypt. Infinite 
wifdom devifed means to accom- 
plifh this,—and the means were 
fuch as Ifrael would never have 
thought of. Jofeph, the favorite 
fon of Jacob, was hated and fold 
by his brethren, to be carried a 

a flave into Egypt, to prepare the | 
way for that heathen people to 
make out a ranfom for the right- 
eous. Here God gave him favor, 
and brought him boheee the king. 
It was fo ordered in providence, 
that Pharaoh fhould have very ex- 
traordinary dreams, fuch as greatly 
troubled him, and that Jofeph 
fhould give fuch an interpretation 
of them, as deeply to imprefs the 
mind of Pharaoh with its truth. 
In confequence of which Pharaoh 


gave orders, that the feven years | 


of plenty fhould be faithfully and | 


induftrioufly improved in laying | 


up ftores ; which, as it afterwards | 
appeared, were to be improved as 
a ranfom for God’s people. To. 
preferve the church was the great | 
end providence had in view, in 
difpofing the Egyptians to labor 
and toil fo abundantly, and to 
heap together fuch vait treafures 
of wealth. God made Pharaoh 
eiteem and admire Jofeph, which 
paved the way for the treafures of 
the heathen to be opened, and 
voluntarily opened, for the fup- 
port of a people among whom 
God had fet up his holy ‘od {pi- 
ritual kingdom. Here we behold 
the ticked paying a price for the | 


| 





| 


| 
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prefervation of a kingdom, in 
which they did not with to be in- 
terefted. A holy and fovereign 
| God gave their labor, and their 
wealth, a ranfom for the righte- 
ous. Inthe chain of events, to 
which I have now alluded, and 
which brought falvation to the 
church, there were many links, in 
themfelves my flerious, and painful 


beyond all expreflion ; est Jo- 
feph faw, in every one, the hand 
and the wifdomof Ged. Heac- 


| knowledged it to his brethren, 
| when their minds were perplexed 


| and embarrailed, 


im reflecting on 
the bafe and criminal part, which 
they had acted. ** As for you ye 
thought evil againft me ; but God 
meant it unto good, to bring to pafs 
as at this day, ta fave much people 
alive.’’ Joke ‘ph plainly intimated 
as much, as that the labor and 
wealth of the wicked and idola- 
trous Egyptians were given a ran- 
fom for [frael. 
lor the e fame purpofe th eir fives 
yz Pharaoh, 
after bcbg a feries of mira- 
les, exhibited in moft pointed 
judgments againft himfelf, was 
cut off and all his hoft, for the 
fake of God’s chofen people. It 
Is true _ more came upot 
them than what they defei ved, 
_and fully p heer ; yet they were 
cut off, at this time, for the fake 
| of the righteous—they were given 
a ranfom for them. In thus light 
the Pfalmift celebrated their de- 
ftiuction, in the 136th Pfalm 
To hiin which divided the Red Sea Pera ts 
into parts 3 for his mercy endvreth 
perreer- And made J, Sahai pafs 
through the milf of it: for his 
mercy endt. wine bi ee But over- 
his ho vit in the 
| / Red | Sea: for his mercy endureth 
Here the awful event of 
Pharaoh cand his 
Red Sca, confifting 


were eventually civ 
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forever. 
overthrowmg 
hoft in the 
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probably of many thoufands of 


fouls, is called a manifeftation—a 
difplay of God’s mercy. How 
could this be ? It may be anfwer- 
ed, they were given a ranfom for 
the righteous. heir deffrudlion 
was the /alvation of God's people. 
In the 43d chapter of Ifaiah this 
event is fpoken of in language, 
which perfectly correfponds with 
the plain and literal fenfe of the 
portion of {cripture, now propofed 
tor explication.—F er J am the 
Lord thy God, the holy One of L/- 
racl, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt 
for thy ranfom, Ethiopia and Seba 

or thee. Since thou wajl precious 
in my fight, thou haft been honorable, 
and I have loved thee : therefore, 
cvill [ give men for thee and people 
for thy life. When we hear God 
faying to the church, as we do in 
this paflage, J gave Egypt for thy 
ranfom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee— 
and that becaufe thou art precious, I 
quill give men for thee, and people 
for thy life—when we hear God 
faying this to the church, we need 
not hefitate in determining how 
the wicked fhall be a ranfom for 
the righteous, and the tranfgref- 
for for the upright. 

2. The ancient inhabitants of 
Canaan were given a ranfom for 
God’s church. Though nume- 
rous and powerful, God made 
them feel, as if they had no 
itrength to fland before Ifrael. 
Rahab, the harlot, acknowledged 
to the {pies before the children of 
Ifrael made their appearance, that 
their land, their wealth, their ci- 
ties which, perhaps, they had been 
hundreds of years in building, and 
even their lives, were given by 
God to Hfrael. She had heard 
of God’s giving the wicked a ran- 
fom for the righteous, and advert- 
ed to inftances which had come 
to her knowledge,—and fhe had 
faith that he would do it again. 
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This was truly the cafe, though 
fhe, with her houfe, was faved by 
faith. It ought, however, to be 
obferved, that the Canaanites, by 
their grofs idolatry and wicked- 
nefs, deferved all this. The ini. 
quity of the Amorite was full, 
and a holy and fovereign God 
gave all they poffefled to his peo- 
ple—not becaufe his people had 
deferved it, for to them it was a 
difplay of marvellous grace. 

3. While the greateft part of 
the Canaanites were cut off for 
the fake of the church, fome were 
left to prove them, and to pro- 
mote their redemption in this 
way. ‘This part of God’s won- 
derful providence is mentioned in 
the 3d Chap. of Judges. Now 
thefe are the nations which the Lord 
left to prove Lfrael by them, (even 
as many of Lfrael as had not known 
all the wars of Canaan ; only that 
the generations might know to teach 
them war, at the leaft, fuch as be- 


fore knew nothing thereof 3) name- 


ly five lords of the Philiflines, and 
all the Canaanites, and the Sidoni- 
ans, and the Hivites that dwelt in 
Mount Lebanon, from Mount Ba- 
al-hermon unto the entering in of 
HHamath. And they were to prove 
Tfrael by them, to know whether 
they would hearken unto the com- 
mandments of the Lord, which he 
commanded their fathers by the hand 
of Mofes. Thus a holy and fove- 
reign God faved iome of the Phi- 
liftines alive for the fake of his 
people, to be inftruments of try- 
ing and proving their faith. 
Strictly fpeaking, thefe very na- 
tions that were faved alive, as well 
as thofe which were cut off, were 
given a ranfom for the righteous. 
God made ufe of them for the 
good of his people. How un- 
fearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways palt finding out ! 

4. The fcriptures furnifh us 
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with inftances of God’s plunging 
the wicked into the fame evils, 
which they had malicioufly plot- 
ted to bring on the righteous ; 
and, in this way, they are given 
aranfom for them. In the reign 
of Ahafuerus, the Perfian, a de- 
cree was obtained, and ratified by 
the king, that on a certain day all 
the Jews fhould be flain by the 
{word. This being a decree of 
the king, and fealed with his fig- 
net, it appeared impof_lible, in the 
eye of reafon, to prevent its exe- 
cution. But a holy God pre- 
vented it ; for on the very fame 
day in which the Jews were to be 
cut off, their wicked enemies were 
given a ranfom forthem. The 
righteous were delivered out of 
of trouble, and the wicked came 
in his ftead. 


In the days of the prophet Da- 
niel, a fimilar event took place. 
"The enemies of Daniel obtained a 
decree, which was defigned to 
bring about his deftruction ;_ but 
the very fame decree effected their 
own deltruétion. Righteous Da- 
niel was delivered out of trouble, 
and the wicked came in his ftead. 
And the king commanded, and they 
brought thofe men which had accu/- 
ed Daniel, and they caft them into 
the den of lions, them, their children, 
and their wives, and the lions had 
the maflery of them, and brake all 
their bones in picces, or ever they 
came at the bottom of the den. Here 
we fee God gave the wicked a ran- 
fom for the nghteous. 


5. The {criptures fpeak of a 
time, when all the wicked, in eve- 
ry part of the world, will give 
place to the righteous. xod will 
give this whole earth to his peo- 
ple. ‘To prepare the way for 
this, it is probable that thoufands 
and millions of the wicked will be 
cut off. Tn many initances, they 
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probably, will be the executioners 
of each other. Nation will rife 
up againft nation, and they will 
bite and devour one another. The 
meek will inherit the earth. The 
wicked will be given a ranfom for 
them, or, in other words, the 
wicked will be removed from their 
poffeffions to make way for God’s 
people, the church. Therefore, 
it is faid in the 37th Pfalm—For 
yet a little awhile, and the wicked 
Soall not be : yea thou fhalt diligent. 
ly confider his place, and it fhall not 
be. But the meck Jfeall inherit the 
earth : and fbail delight themfelves 
in the abundance of peace. Mott 
ftrikingly is the fame idea expref- 
fed in the prophecy of Daniel— 
And the kingdom and dominion, and 
the greatne/s of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven, fhall be given to 
the people of the faints of the Moft 
High, whofe kingdom ts an ever- 
lafling kingdom, and ail dominions 
Shall ferve and obey him. The 
time is coming, when it will ap- 
pear to be emphatically true, that 
the wicked are given a ranfom for 
the righteous, and the tranfgreffor 
for the upright. ‘The wicked are 
now making many improvements 
by which the righteous are now 
benefitted and will be more pecu- 
liarly fo in the days of the millen- 
nium, when the wicked will not 
be feen on the earth. 

6. In the folemn day of ac- 
counts, it will appear that all 
things were made to fubferve the 
intereft of the Redeemer’s king 
dom, and this will be enjoyed by 
the righteous. The Lord hath 
made the righteous and the wick- 
ed for himfelf, and by them he 
will glorify himfelf. And as the 
righteous are interefled in his glory, 
it may be faid the wickednets of 
the wicked will be over-ruled for 
the advancement of their future 


happinefs and glory. All things 
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will work together for the good 
of God’s people. In the great 
day, the righteous will fce the 
following words of the apoftle ve- 


rified—All things are yours : whe- | 


ther Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or death, or 
things prefent, or things to come ; 
all are yours ; and ye are Chrifl’s ; 
and Chrift is God's. 

LEVI. 








Religious Intelligence, 


To THe Epitors of THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


S cold water to a thirily 
foul, fo is good news from 


a far country. Men whofe hearts 
delight in praying for Jerufalem, 
wil’ rejoice in her profy perity. 

Knowing that the cood people i in 
different parts of New-England, 
have for feveral years contributed 
liberally for the fupport of mif- 
fions to the new fettlements and 
to the heathen ; and believing it 
will gratify their feelings, glad- 
den their hearts and ftimulate to 
future exertions ; it has been 
tho’t expedicnt to communicate 
for publication the following ftate- 


ment of facts and circumftances | 


relating to the religious intereft 
of this part of the country. 

The military grants, fo called, 
included in the counties of Ouon- 
daga and Cayuga, is a tract of 
country about feveaty miles in 


length and fifty in breadth ; and | 
contains probably at prefent abaut | 
30,000 inhabitants, who have fet- | 


tled in this country in the courfe 
of about twelve years. Before 
the firft of October laft, there 
was one refpectable minifter of the 
Dutch reformed church aad a 
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intereiling, 
| more immediately concerned, and 
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number of Baptift elders fettled 
on this traét ; but none of the 
Congregational or Prefbyterian 
order. On the fixth of O@ober 
I was inftalled over the church of 
Chrift in this town, by a council 
of Congregationaland Prefbyterian 
minifters. On the fifth of Janu- 
ary laft the Rev. Hugh Wallis 
was inflalled over the church on 
the weft hill in Pompey. And 
on the fecond inftant the Rev. Na- 

than B. Darrow was ordained over 


the church ia Homer. 


In each of thefe places the 
churches are refpeétable for num- 
bers, their confeffions of faith are 
sane ager on the doctrines of 
grace ; and they have been unani- 
mous in their calls to their refpec- 
tive paftors to fettle with them. 
And the focictics in thofe towns 
have prelented competent terms of 
fupport to their refpective minif- 
ters. The councils on thofe or- 
dination occafions were harmoni- 
ous among themfelves on the im- 
portant points of the Chriftian re- 
ligion ; and, in their examinations 
of the candidates they entered 
with precifion into their expert- 
mentalacquaintance with the truth 
and power of religion, as well as 
into their doétrinal knowledge and 
fentiments in theology. 

The appropriate exercifes on 
thofe occafions were folemn and 
efpecially to thofe 


many of the dear children of God 
were filled with great joy for what 
they faw. There was experien- 
ced, as I truft, at thofe times, a 
good degree of the divine pref- 
ence—of the fpirit of love and 
prayer ; and many will praife God 
to all eternity for the wonders of 
his goodnefs and grace which he 
has manifefted amongift us. To 


| view the wildernefs which fo late- 
‘ly fat folitary now eminently be- 
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come a fruitful field—to confider 
the yell of beafts and favage men 
fucceeded by the heavenly and 
harmonious praifes of God and 
the Lamb—to view churches 
formed, minifters fettled and all 
conducted with religious order, | 
peace and love, mutt prefent an 
animating and grateful profpect | 
to the diftant beholder. It cer- | 
tainly warms the hearts of thofe | 
of us who have been eye-witneffes | 
of thefe things. “ The Lord 
hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad.” 
Notwithftanding it be a truth 
that God worketh all things ac- 
cording to the counfel of his own 
will, yet he works by fuch ways 
and means as beft to anfwer his 
purpofe and mott fully to bring 
into view his charaétcr. We have 
no reafon to believe that thefe 
pleating circumflances would have 
taken place as they have, if it had 
not been for thofe important mif- 
fionary efforts which have been 
made in ourcountry. Many who 


have contributed for the fupport | 
of miflions may now view numbers | 


| gratitude exprefled by the good 


of their friends, brethren and chil- 
dren uniting with them in the 
fame religious obfervance of pray- 
er, public worfhip and ordinances 
of the gofpel. 
not have done had they withheld 


their contributions or reftrained , 


their prayers on miffionary fub- 
Sek - Th fe eats it: _ sare 
pecs. ele circumitances were 


viewed fo important and the ac- | 


count of them fo acceptable to 
the pious readers of the Magazine, 
that the Ecclefiaftical Council at 
Homer on the 2d. inftant voted 
unanimoufly, « That, to gladdea 
“‘ the hearts of our Chriftian 
“ brethren with a view of our re- 
“¢ ligious profperity in this part 
“ of the country, the Rev. Da- 
«< vid Higgins make out and for- 


“ ward to the Editors of the | 


This they could | 
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© Conneticut Evangelical Mag- 
“ azine, a fuccin& account of the 
“¢ inflallation at Aurelius and 
“* Pompey and of the ordination 
in this place, to be publithed 
‘ by them if they fee caufe.” 
Jn compliance with the foregoing 


-~ 


, vote, I make to you the ftatement 


of thefe animating events concera- 
ing the growing tlate of religion 
amongitus. AndI would further 
add, that there are already formed 
in the above mentioned tra& of 
country, three prefbyterian and 
fourteen congregational churches, 
all of which I believe to be in a 
{tate of flourifhing harmony. 

But notwithflanding our pref- 
ent profperity, there is ftill room 
and great calls for miffionary af- 
fitance on this ground. Many 
churches and focieties are yet 
incompetent to fupport gofpel 
preachers ; and two or three min- 
ifters who are fixed to particular 
places can do but little, in their 
occafional vifits abroad, over fuch 
an extentive territory. The fuc- 
cefs which has attended paft ex- 
ertions, and the uniform fervor of 


people in thefe fettlements, we 
hope may have a claim on the fu- 
ture exertions, benevolence and 
prayers of our pious friends in the 
old fettlements, and efpecially on 
thofe whie have a principal agency 
in the direction of the miflions. 

‘That miflionary exertions and 
prayers may yet abound more and 
| more, and that fuccefs may attend 
| all fuch exertious, is the prayer of 
your friend and fervant in Chritt, 

DAVID HIGGINS. 

Aurelius, State of N. York, 

Kcb. 14, 1803. 





Extrad of a letter to one of the Ldt- 
tors, from his correfpondent in 
Rutland ( Veft Soctely ) Vernont, 
dated February 17, 1803. 
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« THE Lord has of late made 
and is now making furprifing man- 
ifeftations of his love and power 
among us, in fubduing the hearts 
of finners to the fceptre of Jefus. 
The attention of people is greatly 
called up to the things of religion. 
It is fuch a time as I never faw 
before. We have conferences al- 
moft every evening, in one part of 
the parifh or another. Our meet- 
ings are folemn—There are no 
outcries—but it feems like the 
<¢ ftill, fnaali voice.’? Numbers of 
thofe who, to appearance, were 
the fartheft from religion, are 
now rejoicing in God. Some- 
times the work feems as if it 
would carry all before it. Oppo- 
fition has been made in various 
ways, but, as yet, to appearance, 
has been totally in vain. In Pitts- 


ford, the town north of this, a | het ene take hour eanaiis bie conrke, 


fimilar work began about fix 
months ago—fince which time 
about 100 have made public pro- 
feffion of religion, in that place. 
The fir vifible appearance of 
this work among us, was about 
the middle of November. In 
January, upwards of 20 joined 
with the church, and more than a 
dozen ftand as candidates for ad- 
miffion. Thus, after 18 years of 
deadnefs and darknefs, we have 
really a time of refrething; for 


when the Lord builds up Zion he 








appears in his glory.—We need 
the prayers of Zion, and reft af- 
fured of them if fhe is not upon 
her lees.” 





POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


On the uncertainty of Life. 


I. \ \ ] HEN the glad fun illumes the 
eaft, 
And pours the morning ray, 
The blufhing rofe perfumes the air, 
And beautifies the day. 


2. But e’er he gains the midway line, 
The flower is crop’d and dies ; 

Its fragrance loft, its beauty gone, 
Beneath the foot it lies. 


3. Thus thoughtlefs man fpecds on his 
way, 
Unmindful of his doom ; 


And hurls him to the tomb. 


4. With anguifh’d hearts, from earthiy 
joys 
Sinners reluctant go ; 
And urg’d by juftice deep they plunge 
In endlefs, hopelefs woe. 


5. But reft in hope, ye pious few! 
And truft 2 faithful God; 

Your finful natures fhall be cleans’d, 
Wath’d in a Saviour’s blood. 


6. You'll leave thefe empty, fading 
{cenes, 
And fly to worlds above ; 
There ever dwell at God’s right hand, 
Abforb’d in joy and love. 


Denations to the Miffionary Society of Conneéticut. 


e friend of miffions, ‘ ; 
olomon Evereft of Symfbury, 
A friend of miffions, ‘ ‘ 
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